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INTRODUCTION

Although digital communication systems are gaining increasing signifi-
cance in local and district circuits, carrier frequency systems using
FOM are still the principal means for Tong distance traffic. Level
Measurements play an important part in measuring and checking the
analog characteristics of these systems and the individual sub-assemb-
Ties. But modern measuring instruments must be used for new, addition-

al measuring tasks.

Consequently, the Selective Level Meter SPM-16 was designed with
application of the most modern circuit technology and employment of an
internal microcomputer. These provide a high degree of accuracy and
comfort.

Owing to the SPM-16's wide span of frequencies from 10 kHz to 160 MHz
and to its performance characteristics, the Level Meter is as equally
applicable in development, production, installation and maintenance of
analog communication systems of up to 10800 voice channels as it is
for measurements on single sideband radio-1ink systems. But also the
SPM-16 is suitable for measurements on submarine cable systems and for
investigations on cables carrying digital communications at higher bit
rates (140 Mbit/s). Because of its capability for external control, it
is also applicable in automatic measuring systems.

According to the measuring task, the SPM-16 frequency can be selected
either digitally through a keyboard or continuously in one range, with
1 Hz resolution. For tuning in equal steps of frequency, (e.g. by
channel separation), the frequency may be manually or automatically
stepped. Up to 100 fixed frequencies of frequently repeated measure-
ments can be stored via keyboard entry, to be called out in any
sequence or in consecutive order. Moreover, with an available option,
more fixed frequencies can be stored in a user specified Non-volatile

Memory. A1l the means for setting the frequency make use of an inter-
nal synthesizer for attaining high stability and accuracy of the
tuning frequency.

._.‘

he SPM-16 has a coaxial input at 75 Q input impedance. Test Probe
TK-11 is intended for applications in high impedance (bridging) and
low capacitance measurements. Decoupling Transformers RE0-60 (50 kHz




to 14 MHz) and RE0-56 (300 kHz to 60 MHz) permit interaction-free
measurements on system test points. They are transformer-Type attenu-
ators (20 dB) each of which has a loop-trough input and two decoupled
outputs. In selective mode, measurements can be made at levels between
-130 dBm and +20 dBm (-140 and +10 dB): in wideband mode, between

-50 dBm and +20 dBm (-60 and +10 dB).

Results are indicated on either a digital display, with autoranging

at the highest resclution of 0.01 dB, or an analog meter. When the
analog meter is used, three push buttons, offering selection of three
scale ranges, 1 dB, 20 dB or 80 dB permit the choice of the best scale
range to fit the appropriate measuring task. The measurement range
setting is accomplished either manually in 1 or 5 dB steps or automa-
tically after a push button has been pressed.

For attaining the highest possible measurement accuracy, the micro-
processor adjusts the pre-attenuator and the IF attenuator, taking
into account the overall input level so that the SPM-16 always makes
measurements with the optimum drive signal applied.

Besides absolute level measurements, the SPM-16, in a very simple

way, executes relative level measurements. For that purpose a digital
level measurement is stored as a reference value in a buffer, and each
subsequent measurement is displayed as either a digital or an analog
value deviating from the reference value. Many measurements made on
communications systems are not given as direct values but instead are
referred to the relative level (dBr) of a test point. To simplify the
evaluation of a measured result in this case, the relative level of
the test point can be adjusted in 0.1 dB steps, and the result can be
readout direct in level expressed as reduced to dBm0 (dBO).

The relative level push button can also be used generally for setting
the reference value (e.g. for frequency response measurements).

Various bandwidths are available for adapting to the appropriate
measuring task. Pilot level, carrier leak, or "hot tones" are measured
with the 25 Hz narrow-band filter. Sensitive Tevel measurements are
made with an IF band filter of 400 Hz bandwidth fitted within the
SPM-16. For weighted noise measurements at the CF level in voice chan-
nels not carrying traffic, a filter with 1.74 kHz equivalent noise
bandwidth can be switched in.



Another position of the bandwidth switch allows level measurements at
the 3.1 kHz channel bandwidth. And also measurable is the noise power
of a 48 kHz wide basic group.

The internal demodulator allows single sideband signals to be presen-
ted in upright or inverted position. The converted signal can be
Jjudged for quality either via the incorporated loudspeaker or at the
demodulator output for further processing externally. The demodulator
is especially noteworthy because of its great dynamic range needed for
example with exact measurements of noise or impulsive noise in trans-
lated voice channels.

To assess the transmission quality of telephone circuits used for

data communications, phase jitter measurements are performed. Weight-
ing filter and detector characteristic for measuring the peak-to-peak
value conform to CCITT Recommendation 0.91. The indication appears on
a digital display or on a logarithmic scaled meter in range 0.3° to
30°.

An automatic level calibration facility eliminates the necessity of
manual calibration and thus assures high measuring accuracy over the
complete frequency range, additicnally noticeably decreasing measuring
time, and giving high long-term stability. Therefore, the Level Meter
is suitable for long-term monitoring. The microprocessor control of
the SPM-16, besides the previously mentioned settings of frequency,
permits various other automatic fregquency runs. An exceptionally
valuable aid for operating and tuning during the search for spurious
levels or overloading signals is the fast signal detector in conjunc-
tion with the automatic search-scan of the tuning frequency. Hereby,
the tuning oscillator is retuned until the incoming signal is at a
level higher than the preselected level threshold and located within
the display range, then the search-scan stops. Simultaneously, an AFC
comes into action and tunes the oscillator exactly to the input signal
frequency. Restart occurs either manually by the actuation of a push
button or automatically after the Tevel and frequency have been print-
ed out. The search-scan rate is matched to the bandwidth selected. The
AFC can also be switched in for all the usual level measurements at
all bandwidths to 3.1 kHz. It has the property of recontrolling the
oscillator over the whole frequency range.



End-to-end selective

measurements within inter- PSS-16 < Generator Section PSS-16
stitial channel gaps e
(during the voice channels {— (Display Unit —1
are actually carrying OoP-18 t_ SG-20r SG-3) N
traffic) are possible be- | b—mmeeeud 7

) Level Generator PS-16 PSS-16
cause of an electronic de-
vice functional in operat-
ing mode TRACK, whereby SPH#-16 SPM-16
the Level Meter is automa-

tically tuned to the fre- Selective Level Meter SPM-16 Level Measuring Setup
(Sweep Measuring Setup)

: instruments
quency of a generator with and Measuring Setups of the type series 16

similar signal frequency

conditioning.

If an SG-2, or SG-3 Display Unit is combined with the SPM-16 the com-
bination is a panoramic receiver. Because of the fast switching by the
synthesizer between adjacent frequencies, the entire frequency range,
in all operating modes, can be searched without gaps, so that all
receiver frequencies present within the band can be unambiguously
identified. The sweep circuit incorporated in the SPM-16 is particu-
larly noteworthy because phase hits are not produced. This effect
allows systems under test to have very steep attenuation characteris-
tics and be still measured at correct accuracy. According to applicat-
ion, the two cut-off frequencies or the center frequency and sweep
width can be entered digitally with crystal accuracy. Level Generator

PS-16 or the Generator Section PSS-16 are each suitable for use as a

signal source in the sweep measuring setup.

Many measuring problems may be solved particularly easily if the user
takes advantage of the possibilities for storing the complete menu of
instrument settings and when needed, the stored settings can be called
out. After a push button (address inquiry) has been depressed, the
SPM-16 correctly sets itself to all measuring conditions preselected
for a definite measuring task. A trickle charged battery is incorpora-
ted in the circuitry to hold the stored data in the event of a power
dropout.



A1l functions of the SPM-16 can be controllable by an external IEC
Bus compatible computer if the auxiliary device, the Interface Bus
TEC 625) Card 1), has been fitted.

Other controllable peripheral equipment such as Level Generator, Test
Point Selector, external storage system can be added-on to configure a
powerful Automatic Level Measuring Setup for use in test departments
and FDM surveillance systems. A suitable Test Point Selector (100 MHz)
is the MU-7 or the RAS-1 with Interface Card. Instead of the Interface

Bus Card a printer interface for the V.24,V.28 interface

could be used for printing out the measured results arranged in

various printed formats (SPM-16 commencing with Series B). Another
measurement accessory is the Return Loss Measurement Bridge RFZ-14.

This device permits the measurement of frequency variant return loss
in the frequency range 100 kHz to 100 MHz. Impedance matching net-
works, 75 Q/50 Q, are available for measurements on modules and
systems that have 50 Q characteristic impedance.

Despite the multiplicity of functions, the SPM-16 has been assembled
in an enclosure of Jow height. Connection-, setting-, and display-
field are arranged for easy viewing and operation on an ergonomically
designed front panel. Light emitting diodes placed above or next to
the operator's push buttons show the functions with which the operator
is involved at the time. The SPM-16 is available either as a bench
model or as suitable for mounting in a 19" rack. Covers are available
for the SPM-16 front and back panels' protection against dust and
water spray during transport or storage.

1) Connection to IEEE-Bus (IEEE 488) by adapter plug S 834






1.1.4

1.1.4.1

SPECIFICATIONS

FREQUENCY

FREQUENCY RANGE

FOR SELECTIVE AND WIDE-BAND MEASUREMENTS cevvevveens 10 kHz to 160 MHz
FREQUENCY DISPLAY +ievcrcvncrcescncscoensas digital, 9-decade, with LCD
RESOTULTON cevevsvosecocsesessassosssscnssnsnnssssssssccasaos cesans 1 Hz

FREQUENCY TUNING

Digital with keyboard,

in frequency steps with direction keys, input of the step increment
with keyboard,

quasi-continuously with handwheel over the complete frequency range,
switchable between coarse and fine tuning

Smallest frequency step, digital coeceveerennnnniecsensnvenncnns 1 Hz
continuous, fine ceeveerieenrcnncancnsns 1 Hz
COATSE woesssncnsasssnssccassnnnsnnsnse . 100 Hz

AUTOMATIC FREQUENCY SEQUENCES

Frequency Search

over the whole frequency range with stop by signal detector and auto-
matic fine tuning to the detected signal with AFC, search speed matched
to the bandwidth:

Bandwidth 3.1 kHz 1.74 kHz 400 Hz 25 Hz

Search speed | 1 MHz/s | 250 kHz/s 20 kHz/s | 200 Hz/s

Auto Step

Automatic stepping of the tuned frequency in increments between preset
frequency limits.
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1.1.4.3

1.1.4.4

1.1.5

1.1.6

1-2

Increments and freguency limits entered by keyboard,
Stepping speed adjustable civiivevievenronnnnas 0.1; 0.3; 1; ...; 300 s

Tracking

Automatic switching of the tuned frequency between preset frequency
Timits by a Treguency instrument as soon as the level indication dis-
appears, input of the increment and frequency limits by the keyboard.

Sweep Fregquency Operation

Sweep Timits are set with the keyboard by entering either the start
and stop frequency or the center frequency and the deviation.

Sweep sequence: periodic (triangular) or singie sweep

Sweep duration adjustable cv.veveivieevnnenseee 0.1 0.3; 1 ... 300 s

Additional facility .......... manual sweep and continuous search with
optimum search speed as specified
in section 1.1.4.1

AUTOMATIC FREQUENCY CONTROL (AFC)

The capture range corresponds to the nominal bandwidth of the selected
bandwidth filter as specified in section 1.4.1 (switched off in the
case of 48 kHz). The locking range corresponds to the frequency range
specified in section 1.1.1.

ERROR LIMITS OF THE TUNED FREQUENCY cvvveevreennireenenenas + 1 - 10"7

The above error limits are valid for the rated ranges of operation of
influence guantities listed in section 1.9, including aging in the
first year.

LEVEL

MEASURED PARAMETERS

Absolute Tevel
as power Tevel (dBm), refered to 1 mW or
as voltage Tevel {(dB), refer to 0.7746 V



1.2.2

1.2.2.1

l1.2.2.

™o

1.2.2.3

Differential level (dB) between an absolute level and a stored reference
level. Any absolute Tevel can be stored as a reference level by de-
pressing a pushbutton.

Reduced level (dBmO or dBO)

RESULT INDICATION, RESOLUTION, RANGE SELECTION

Result Indicationl), switchable cevieerecesreeeasess digital or analog

Digital display eeveeescvecrvssscnesssnssee LCD with 5 digits and sign
Analog display ....... Analog meter with switchable ranges and digital
display of the level value for 0 dB meter reading.

Ranges of the meter: 1 dB scale cvevneenes eesees -1.5 to +0.3 dB
20 dB Sca]e “SeE e eBERNEIEBTESS —20 tO +2 dB
80 dB Scale saev o e eror e —80 tO +O dB

Resoiution

Selective mode, indication averaging On ceeveceverenscecensons 0.01 dB
indication averaging off s.veeceevsenscnssesses 0.1 dB

wide-band mOde L I I L I I A B A R N A B I B A I I BRI A 001 dB

Levels which cause wide variations of the indication, for example due
to superimposed interference signals or to insufficient separation from
the intrinsic noise, are displayed with a resolution of 0.1 dB, even if
indication averaging is switched on.

Range Selection

For digital display: Automatic with overload checking of the wide-

band section during selective measurements.

1) Noise signals such as the loading level of CF systems actually

carrying traffic, thermal noise, or intermodulation noise result,
due to the rectifier characteristic, in practically the same read-
ing as a sinusoidal signal with the same RMS value. Crest factor:
12 dB.
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1.2.3

1.2.3.1

1.2.3.2

1.2.4

1-4

For analog display: Single automatic cycie by depression of a push-
button with overload checking of the wide-band
section for selective measurement or manually
with the range switch in 1 dB or 5 dB steps,
depending on the selected range of the meter.

In addition to remote control (BN 853/02):
Adjustment of the measurement range in 1 dB steps, with the choise of
the wide-band drive signal from 3 modes: low noise, normal, low

distortion

Dynamic range in the selected range «eevvevevveiceaeeneneaess + 10 dB
(over- and underloading are indicated)

For very fast measurements, the short averaging feature permits a
measurement to be made even when the receive section has not fully
settled.

MEASURING RANGES

Absolute Level:

Input Selective mode Wide-band mode
dBm dB dBm dB
Coax. 75 Q -130 to +20 | -140 to +10 | -50 to +20 | -60 to +10

Reduced Level

According to the range of the absolute level specified in 1.2.3.1 for
relative level (resolution 0.1 dB): ceevevveeeenees =99.9 to +20.0 dBr

AUTOMATIC LEVEL CALIBRATION

Automatic level calibration is carried out every two minutes and when-
ever a parameter change could cause an error in the level indication.

In selective mode, the frequency of the calibration signal tracks the
tuning of the receiver; in wide-band mode, the calibration frequency is
fixed at 10 MHz.

For measurements in which the measuring sequence could be disturbed by
insertion of a calibration cycle, as during sweep frequency measure-

ments, the automatic level calibration can be switched off.



1.

1.2.5.1

1.2.5.2

1

2.5

2.7

When in external control, the SPM-16 can be calibrated as "single
shot". (Auxiliary device BN 853/02).

BASIC INTERFERENCE

Intrinsic Noise Level (maximum value) when the measuring input is ter-

minated by 7 = 75 Q:

Bandwidth Intrinsic noise level/dBm (dB)
25 Hz -~121 (-130) -130 (-139)
400 Hz -109 (-118) -126 (-135)
1.74 kHz -102 (-111) -120 (-129)
3.1 kHz -100 (-109) -118 (-127)
w1 e )
10 kHz 50 kHz 300 kHz - 160 MHz

Level of interference lines

HA

Synchronous (tracking as receiver is tuned) ..... ¥ -130 dBm (-139 dB)
Tunable (not tracking as receiver is tuned) ...... £ -127 dBm (-136 dB)

FAST SIGNAL DETECTOR FOR RAPID SIGNAL IDENTIFICATION, ACTIVE ONLY WITH
ANALOG DISPLAY

The threshold referred to 0-dB meter reading

on the 1 dB scale veveirinieencerenconnecnasones approximately -1.2 dB
on the 20 dB sCale tivrerencerrcecseansns cossesss approximately -15 dB
on the 80 dB scale (for search only) veeeeevevess approximately -40 dB

ERRORS OF THE LEVEL INDICATION

Unless otherwise stated, the specified error limits are valid for the
rated range of use shown in section 1.9, with automatic level calibra-
tion on, with the input supplied from a source with an internal imped-
ance Z. Level errors caused by the reflection coefficient of the input
impedance are thus included in the error limits.
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1.2.7.1

1.2.7.2

1-6

Errors in Selective Mode

Error limits with digital display, or with analog indication with
indication averaging (l-dB-scale) for bandwidths 25 Hz to 3.1 kHz under

inclusion of the basic interference given in para. 1.2.5.

Level Error Timits/dB
+20 dBm (+10 dB)
+0.4 +0.9
+10 dBm (0 dB)
+0.3 +0.8
0 dBm (-10 dB)
+0.25 +0.35
-70 dBm (-80 dB)
f +0.6 +0.7
-100 dBm (-110 dB) ===~~~
10 kHz 50 kHz 110 MHz 160 MHz

Additional errors to those values shown in the table:

with 48 kHz bandwidth (level £ -70 dBm/-80 dB) ..... eeeess 0.5 dB
with an analog reading: 20 dB scale (-5 to +2 dB) vevrunnn +0.2 dB
80 dB scale ..ocvunnnn ceraes sesveness 2 dB

For short averaging (only with auxiliary device BN 853/02) ... +0.4 dB

For digital display with switched off indication averaging, the tabula-
ted values raise by the rounding off error of the decreased resolution
according to para. 1.2.2.2.

For attenuation measurements at the same frequency (level difference
from two measurements, whereby the first measurement serves for the
reference level), the tabulated values are also valid if the reference
Tevel is Tocated in range -60 dBm to O dBm (-70 to -10 dB).

Variation of level reading with frequency, Selective Mode

Error limits
Referred to f = 10 MHz, in level range -60 to O dBm (-70 to -10 dB)



1.2.7.3

1

.3

1.3.1

1.

3.2

Automatic calibration, switched off

+0.35 dB +0.25 dB +0.35 dB +0.6 dB

|
10 kHz 300 kHz 60 MHz 110 MHz 160 MHz

Error in Wideband Mode

Error Timits with digital display

+1 dB +2 dB

10 kHz 110 MHz 160 MHz

Error additional to tabulated values
with analog reading, 20 dB scale (-5 to +2 dB) ...... cereneess +0.2 dB

PHASE JITTER

The weighting filter and the rectifier characteristic for measurement
of phase jitter (peak-to-peak value) comply with CCITT recommendation
0.91.

For measurements with the test tone 1020 + 10 Hz in the speech channel
or in a CF channel, the receiver must be tuned to the center of the
channel; otherwise, it is tuned to the test signal frequency.

MEASURING RANGE

Phase jitter is indicated digitally or on the analog meter
Indication range eeeeesessceencecesossscssonssssssceasseseass 0.3 to 30°
Resolution of the digital display tevieeceeecesscacanse sesee Max. 0.1°

ERROR LIMITS OF THE INDICATION

at 150 Hz jitter frequency and signal level
é "60 dBm ("70 dB) oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo "o 000 ilo % io:s.

(The most favorable level range is automatically selected and an error
is indicated if the signal level is too low).
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1.4

1.4.1

1.4.3.1

1-8

SELECTIVITY AND HARMONIC RATIO

SELECTIVITY, SWITCHABLE: 25 Hz/400 Hz/1.74 kHz/3.1 kHz/48 kHz

Effective Noise Bandwidth

Attenuation value with separation

from midfrequency of fiiter
Bandwidth | +70 Hz | +250 Hz!) | 2 kizt) | 45 kHz | #15 kiz
25 Hz 225 dB £ 60 dB
400 Hz 2 55 dB Z 60 dB z 70 dB
1.74 kHz 2 50 dB Z 54 dB Z 63 dB
3.1 kHz =45 dB = 50 dB Z 60 dB
48 kHzZ) approx. 50 dB when separated by +35 kHz
IMAGE FREQUENCY REJECTICON AND IF SUPPRESSION cvevvnn. chenennas = 70 dB
Intermediate Frequencies at .vievnenens cesenns 220 MHz, 40 MHz, 10 kHz
Image freguencies at .seeeen. fin + 440 MHz, fin - 80 MHz, fin + 20 kHz

DISTORTION PRODUCTS

for basic frequency level

= +10 dBm (0 dB) and digital measurement mode
or analog with manual range selection and £ 40 dB sensitivity above the

measuring range of the basic frequency level (authenticate with band-
width 25 Hz).

Harmonic Distortion Products aK2 and a

3 for

Load in the frequency range = 4 MHz

K

1) 10 dB Tower values valid for freguencies > 110 MHz

--------------------------

ny

65 dB
60 dB

iy

2) The specified filter characteristics are achieved by sweeping the

tuned frequency over a 48 kHz band and integrating the input signal

spectrum which falls within this band.



.
o
.

b

.
™o

Non-harmonic Distortion Products

for Toad in frequency range < 110 MHZ wvuueneennnnnnnnnnnnn.. 2 75 d8
2110 MHZ eveeeeeeieeeeennnnnns. Z 55 (B
NOISE POWER RATIO NPR vevevevevvnncnns Ceceeretestensenes approx. 45 dB

when loaded with a noise band signal of 4 to 60 MHz.
Wide-band level -25 to +10 dBm, measuring bandwidth 1.74 kHz and
digital measurement mode.

MEASUREMENT PERIODS

The following specifications are guide line values, with which the

measurement periods are sufficiently described for practical measure-
ments.

LEVEL MEASUREMENTS WITH AUTORANGING, AUTOMATIC CALIBRATOR SWITCHED OFF

Bandwidth 25 Hz1) 400 1z |1.74 kz!) 3.1 k') |Wideband|
Averaging: normal (OFF)|0.6 s 0.4 s (0.4 s 0.4 s 0.4 s
long (ON) 1.8 s 1.5 s |1.5 s 1.5 s 0.4 s

LEVEL MEASUREMENT WITH ADJUSTMENT OF THE MEASURING RANGE AND THE WIDE-
BAND DRIVE SIGNAL VIA AN IEC-BUS. (Auxiliary device BN 853/02).

Automatic calibration switched OFF:

Bandwidth 25 Hz | 400 Hz 1.74 kHz | 3.1 kHz | 48 kHz

2)

short 100 ms 20 ms 20 ms 20 ms 350 ms

Averaging: normal (OFF)| 500 ms | 150 ms | 150 ms 150 ms 350 ms

Tong (ON) 1.5 s 1.5 s 1.5 s 1.5 s 350 ms

1) The specified measurement periods are valid for levels with 240 dB
separation from the signal Toading level. With separation > 40 dB,
the values are Tengthened through the linearity check by
1 s+ 300 ms/5 dB.

2) measured with not completely settled receive section (see para.
1.2.7.1)
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1.5.3

1.5.4

1.5.5

1.6

LENGTHENING OF THE MEASUR%MENT PERIODS WHEN AUTOMATIC CALIBRATOR IS
SWITCHED ON:

(The bracketed values are for input level % -10 dBm/dB )

Bandwidth 25 Hz | 400 Hz/1.74 kHz/3.1 kHz | 48 kHz | WIDEBAND
normal (OFF) | 1 s 100 ms 300 ms | 600 ms
Averaging:
Tong (ON) 1s 600 ms -— 600 ms
PHASE JITTER MEASUREMENT: +.ecen.. sesetsecovocsertecesnrnarssrabnnen 3s
DATA TRANSFER, TRANSFER TIME PER CHARACTER vevvevevvvonnnsoasenes 1 ms

INPUT FOR MEASURING

Coaxial seeeese cervse Ceeececsscrssensacrerennsces e System Versacon<:)9
Input impedance sveevensess cesessvsarrrrsese cesencone teeessaaanns 75 Q
RELUIN TOSS vevunerosnncosseronsasaonnsnsonnnns Cesesesreseanen 2 30 dB
Tolerable input level (AC and DC components) ....... = +25 dBm (16 dB)

Discrete spurious output signals

ADDITIONAL INPUTS AND OUTPUTS

INPUT FOR EXTERNAL STANDARD FREQUENCY

Input connector ...vvevees cssesesrenens Versacon<:)9 conversion system
Frequencies veeencees Cssubesessasstetesntannravreens 1, 2, 5 or 10 MHz
Necessary level coeeevierccenercronnnens cesesassans eess ~10 to +10 dBm
Input impedance sveevecieeeeneennnnn vesesenaa covrenscsnna cevssena 75 Q

OUTPUT FOR STANDARD FREQUENCY

Output connector cveiiiiececenerronnnas Versacon<:)9 conversion system
FreQUeNCY ceeeevscesnensoascsenvanes tesesresesaetsenenentossrenn 10 MHz
Output Tevel into 75 Q 108d svevvrevvnenecesenaneeeses 0 dBm +2/-4 dBm
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1‘7.3

1.

10

1.

7.4

7.5

7.6

77

INPUT FOR CONTROL FREQUENCY

For control of the Receive Section through the synthesizer

Input connector .s..vevvuee... Versacon<:>9 conversion system, floating
Frequency range ceeeereseeseecreceeenesnesnoncosanesens 220 to 380 MHz
Level into 75 Q 10ad veveveenenennnn ceeerisaans ceertecnnes (+3 +2) dBm
IF OUTPUT

Output connector ceeeveececenee sesssnns VersaconC:)9 conversion system

Output frequency when tuned to

center of band ..... cescsvene cecsose Ceccsnsessracsnrasanens 10 kHz
Output Tevel proportional to meter reading,
Level for 0-dB indication into 600 Q

10ad ooooooo ss o000 Eve v ¢o e s o000 S0P s 0000 sceserenssen s o 00 _10 dB
Y'OUTPUT VOLTAGE (DC) LI A A N ) es e s 00 neBsee 3‘p0]e CF Connector
DC output voltage proportional to meter reading,
open circuit voltage for full scale deflection ...... tesscccsnas . 5V
OQutput impedance ..eivecoeececcoscrsnnsncasns cvseceecsnscrcernrns . 5 kQ

X-OUTPUT VOLTAGE (DC) Grec v eresersirovessees Pl 3—p0]e CF COnnECtOP

DC output voltage proportional to frequency

within the start and stop frequency limits,

Open circuit voltage: at start frequUency ceeeececeveceessecnsss 2.5 V
at stop frequency veveeeseveensnenesneass 42,5V

Output imDEdance LA AR R R L AL AL B RO 2 L B B A I B N N B R I R R I N S N A Y 5 kQ

DEMODULATOR OUTPUT 266 508898040 EO0S SO 6258 0ecs0 0 Uue . 3‘p0]e CF SOCket
Built-in loudspeaker with adjustable volume.

Single sideband demodulation, switchable to upright or inverted
position, freguency position of converted channel
when tuned to center of ChEaNNET ueeeevesesensnnens eeeessss 0 to 4 kHz
Frequency response in the range 0.6 to

3.4 kHz, referred to 2 kHZ vvvvenninivennnnnn. tsevsasneseas +1 dB
Output Tevel proportional to meter reading
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Level for 0-dB-indication into 600 @

L T R approx. 0 dB

Psophometrically weighted intrinsic noise at the demodulator output,
for Transmission Level Point (TLP) settings in the range -50 to +10 dBr,
atfgloo kHZ, ooooooooooooo S0 ISP SEOEESOEEPINPIROIOEOEOEOIOGEEOROEOBDREOEODEOETBTBEOEES -65 dBln

Intrinsic phase jitter {in accordance with CCITT
recommendation 0.91) ceeveeenceenecnnnns Crecteceasennas cveeeses = 0.5°

1.7.8 DISPLAY UNIT CONNECTION SOCKET

for X, Y, and reference trace voltages. Control input for switching the
meter for display of the reference trace voltage of the display unit. A
TTL signal for control of tHe pen 1ift of an X-Y plotter is also
available (series B and later).

1.7.9 INTERFACE BUS (JEC 625) (with auxiliary device BN 853/02)

for control of all SPM-16 functions through an external computer.

1.7.10 DIGITAL INTERFACE

for control of two additional units.

1.7.11 POWER SUPPLY CONNECTION FOR TEST PROBE TK-11 ..... short-circuit proof

with automatic compensation for pass-band attenuation of ....... 10 dB

1.7.12 TRACKING GENERATOR OUTPUT

OQutput COnNECLOr seevecsecssnconsoosnss . Versacon<:>9 conversion system
for controliing the PSS-16 Send Section or
as fixed level output, level into Z = 75 Q tecererensnnscnnsnes -15 dBm

ok
.
Cco

MEMORIES FOR FIXED FREQUENCIES AND SPM-16 SETTINGS

1.8.1 NUMBER OF FIXED FREQUENCIES
freely pregranmabXel) ....... Ceesseane Ceeesrrassressietertesenanss 100
preprogrammed (Auxiliary device BN 874/00.01) .vvvveen. cesvesseses 100

1) Maintenance of stored data in the case
O0f 2eCe AropoUL ceosvscscasescsvssssncossssssasnsessss approx. 30 days
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1.

10

1'

8.2

9

9.1

9.2

The fixed frequencies can be advanced automatically by one step per
address step as described in sections 1.1.4.2 and 1.1.4.3.

NUMBER OF EQUIPMENT SETTINGS

freely programmab1el) Cteesseseessssstnserssasenetonersos et nnonuns 11
preprogrammed (auxiliary device BN 874/00.01) ....... cesess veessess 40

POWER SUPPLIES AND AMBIENT CONDITIONS

A1l error Timits specified in the preceeding specifications are appli-
cable for the following rated ranges of use of the influence quanti-
ties, unless otherwise specified.

POWER SUPPLIES

A.C. line voltage range without switching,
r‘ated range Of use ''''' LK BE IR BN BN BN BN BN BN 4 "GO OO O EPCODEESE SO R 96 to 261V

A.C. line frequency, rated range of uUSE .veesesesesosess 47.5 to 63 Hz
Current consumption Irms .................. cesesessssens approx. 1.5 A
Power consumption ..... cessssesae cesesessccenrancsnas eses aApPprox. 65 W
Protection class in accordance with

IEC 348 and VDE 0411 .ivvvenvennnen cecssresecsane coseas cevesens !

Warming Up t‘ime ..... 600 PP P OPIEPSOIEIOIPIOPIPEPSOOEEPIGOELIEPSLNOSTS ;15 min

OPERATING CLIMATE

Permissible ambient temperature
Nominal operating range .veveven. cvevsesesreasesauns ceeeee 5 to -40°C
Storage and transport range cceeeceseccesssscecesscsances -40 to +70°C
Radio frequency interference
SUPPYESSTON sveeoseese tevsenns in accordance with VFg. 526/1979 of
the Federal German Post Office

1) Maintenance of stored data in the case

0f a.Co dropout sevecrccescnisonrsvcnnescss eesvvecesses approx. 30 days
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DIMENSIONS, WEIGHT

HeTghRt tiiieiiiiiniteireneracsennsascasoccnnesnnnnnnnnns approx. 22 kg

Overall dimensions without cover (w x h x d in mm):

Table-top UNit e iierineerecesvecesecscoconnnsanasonnes 477 x 244 x 432
19" chassis (DIN 41 494) ........ Ceeerseecnsee ceceeces 443 x 220 x 377

(5 units)
19" conversion kit ceeeeeeirieeernenrececsnoncssearanns .. BN 700/00.05

AUXILIARY DEVICES

EPROM, ORDER NO. BN 874/00.01

Storage of 100 fixed frequencies and menu of 40 instrument settings in
a non-volatile memory, according to users own needs.
(Request Ordering Form No 5/798 a, b)

INTERFACE BUS <IEC 625 CARD BN 853/02

for control of all unit functions.

PRINTER INTERFACE, BN 905/02

Applicable in SPM-16 commencing with Series B, instead of <(IEC-625

Interface. For the connection of a printer with a V.24/V.28 Interface
with printout of measurement mode, measurement parameters, and measured
results.

MEASURING ACCESSORIES

TEST PROBE TK-11, ACTIVE TEST PROBE (SERIES D...)

Frequency range ceeeceeveeeeseesaooesoscosssssassasss 2 kHz to 160 MHz
Input level

Maximum permissible AC voltage cvevecconsoene «o 1 V or +10 dBm (+2 dB)
Maximum superimposed DC VOTtAQ0e cecveecersccnenccnnssoncsoncns eess DOV

Attenuation when terminated with Ri = Ra = 75 Q at 100 kHz
ANA 20 "C teeenconsvoesoccoorasosannassssonssesscnnssses 10 dB8 +0.1 dB
(with automatic gain correction in SPM-16).



1.12.2

Affects of ambient temperature on attenuation
within the rated range 0f USe veeeeeseeeeroeeoneoennennnnnnn 2 0.05 dB

Frequency response, referred to 100 kHz: up to 100 MHz ...... £ 0.2 dB
up to 160 MHz approx. 0.2 dB
1)

H

Input impedance: up to f = 25 MHz ......c..... approx. 50 kQ [13.5 pF

up to f = 100 MHz ..vuveevee.. approx. 5 kQI13.5 pFl)

up to f = 160 MHz vevvveenen.. approx. 2 kQ 3.5 pFl)

Intrinsic harmonic ratio for input levels E0 dB vvevuv.n. 35 Z 40 dB,
z

33 50 dB
. < _ z =

for input Tevels = =20 dB sivieeeecsnennnnsnes 3o 60 dB, a3 70 dB

POWEr SUPPTIES tieieeesseeesecssssecacscscassnacnnnancosss From SPM-16

Permissible ambient temperature
Rated range Of USE .suiieerniioesncrceosenevensancanennsasves. 5 to +40°C

Storage and transport range .eeeeeeceecceecesensoecsesess =40 to +70°C

Standard accessories:
Connection to unit being tested .icvevvveeeesvas. Test prod and ground
clamp with prod
Receiver connection seceveesessssscasassss Element of the Versacon ™ 9
Conversion system (pin contact)

Optional accessories:
Versacon ™~ 9 adaptor: S 222
Elements of the Versacon™~ 9 conversion system

Weight @6 2 080U DO LELINEEDIENE L ELEPEIPLL O EENPIIIIEGEIEPIEEOIIOOEBOEOIOETS 1509

Dimensions, in mm, with test prod cveeveeeecoseecesesses 11 dia. x 105

REFLECTION FACTOR MEASURING BRIDGE RFZ-14

Frequency range ceeceseessssesovcesnasessccnnsseeses 100 kHz to 100 MHz
Rated imMpedanCe cecuiieeseeseeesnosncsesoesnssoscacsssancasnsscscas /5 Q
Insertion loss with ZX connection open ..vveieeseeseesess approx. 8 dB
Frequency response in the range 300 kHz to 60 MHz .... approx. +0.5 dB
Reference impedanCe viveeeesceroeeesececacnenconcassaseanense Built-in

1) The capacitance is valid for TK-11 without conversion to
Versacon 9.
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Error 1imits after calibration, with plug connector BNC, TNC or 1,6/10

300 kHz to 60 MHZ ..... s e veeens. 0.007 40.10 r
100 kHz to 100 MHz ..... cvoecerasnons seccscessersernanns 0.015 +0.13 r2
Permissible input poWer civeieeeceecescecceccecas ceeresretanan ees 0.5 W

Connections for transmitter and receiver ............ Universal socket

Versacon — 9
Connections to unit being tested ....... Universal socket Versacon™~ 9
Optional connections .ceeeeeeee.. .... BNC; TNC; 1,6/5, 6; 2,5/6; 1,6/10

weight l.'.D...lN...Q..i'..l.'...'.'.C'IO.....U...'O......l....l 2009
Dimensions, w x h x d in mm, without connections ........ 54 x 33 x 27

ADAPTER FEDA-1 (75 Q/50 Q)

The data are valid for the adapter without connecting elements at an
ambient temperature of 23°C + 5°C.

IMpedances ceceesrvereeseensncssossssnsnssnsnsessscscesnansese 70 (/500
Frequency range ceceesessescvecscssssssssssssssassasesnss 0 to 100 MHz
ALLenuation ceeeeveesccesacesssrcascasssansscscvesssscsvesncnssss 0 dB
Error Timits of attenuation ....cvevveveiiininieiiiiiinaee.s + 0.1 B
Reflection factor sevveveerreorsoncesscencnecneeoennnonnannass = 0,01
Maximum 108d cieveevoennnnnn. Cetresetetecnenenenene ceerrenenees =1 W
Maximum permissible ambient temperature at rated load ..... 0 to +45°C
Storage temperature coececieecesesssesesoncscsnnsecnsess =05°C to +60°C

Socket adapters

75 @ side cvevenvneennesss 2, 5/6 (F) or 1, 6/10 (M/F) or BNC (M/F) or
N-connector (M/F)

50 @ Side tveeeciesssscesanennsaanneass BNC (M/F) or N-connector (M/F)

weight LA AR R A I A I A BRI A S I A S I S A S B R N S N S N S SN 509

Dimensions without adapters, 1 x d in mm coceveveencensnenseee 47 x 16

Abbreviations: (M) = male connector; (F) = female connector.
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REO-50/RE0-56 MATCHING TRANSFORMER

Frequency range

RED-56 ettt ittt ettt e et 300 kHz to 60 MHz
REO-50 ..vven.... cesies Cereressenanens cerenen seesess. 50 kHz to 14 MHz
Input

Loop-through of useful signal, characteristic impedance ..cveevv.. 75 Q

Outputs
Splitting the test signal for two test connectors,
output impedance R R R R R R Y £ K

Return loss

Return loss of loop (both measuring connectors loaded with 75 Q):
S v~ dB
RED-56 vuueti ittt itiiiett it iinneenreernnseennensensenunnnnns 20 dB

Insertion loss of the through-loop (both measuring connectors loaded
\vith 759): REU-SD .'..II....’...........'.....I.l.‘..ll OoZSiO.l dB

REU_56 LI B R I R A N A Y e R P s s e LTI REEBLOIUSLEPEEES 0-25+-8.§ (djg
TWO-WAY SPLITTER REV-56
Frequency range seeveveeeeceeseecereennsessenesenenss 6 kHz to 200 MHz

Input
Input impedance T £ S ¢

Qutputs
Signal splitting to 2 test connectors, cutput impedance ...eevv.. 75 Q

Loss with 75 Q termination sevveeieeevevenereneeneenvenvennenn.. 10 dB
Error limits of attenuation in ranges:
6 KHZ £0 100 MHZ «iiiiinniiiiiininnenernnennsnronrnsenanss +0.2 dB
100 MHz to 200 MHz (with Series B) veieeeeeoeeeen. approx. +0.3 dB

Return loss in ranges:
6kHZ to 100 MHZ O..l...l............'.'I......O..l..t'.'l 30 dB
100 MHz to 200 MHz (With Series B) veveeeesseeeescensennes = 25 dB

nv  Hy
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ORDERING INFORMATION

Level meter SPM-16"

Auxiliary device (at extra cost)

EPROM, Storage of fixed frequencies and instrument

settings in a non-valible memoryl)
Interface Bus Card (JEC 625

with adapter plug IEC 625/IEE 488 (S 834)
Alternatively:

Printer Interface V.24/V.28

Measuring accessories (at extra cost)
Test Probe TK-11 (with test prod)
Versacon ™~ 9 adapter
Reflection factor measuring bridge RFZ-14
Test Point Selector MU-7
[EC-Bus-Interface For MU-7
Matching Transformer RE0—56+
REU-50"
Two-way Splitter REV-56"
Adapter FEDA-1 (75 Q/50 @)
Display unit SG-2 (screen size 85 mm x 120 mm)
Display unit SG-3 (screen size 150 mm x 210 mm)
Display unit inserts see
Printer Trend 800 RO 8
Connection cable for interface bus
120 ¢cm long
200 cm Tong
19" conversion kit for SPM-16
Front and rear covers for SPM-16 (1 set)
Equipment case TPK-5
Transport case TPG-65

BN

BN

BN

BN

BN

874/01

874/00.01

853/02
905 /02

573/00

S 222

BN
BN
BN
BN
BN
BN
BN
BN
BN

SG-

++

830/00.01
590/00
590/00.01
839/00.01
839/00.02
839/00.03
319/00
429/00
593/00
2/5G-3

K 343
K 344

BN

SD-

BN
BN

700/60.05
5

626/11
621/65

+) Equipped with the basic 75 @ socket Versacon(:)Q and with BNC
element. Other elements must be specified when ordering the

equipment - see data sheet for Versacon™ 9,

1) The reguired fixed frequencies and equipment settings must be speci-

fied with ordering form No. 5/798 a, b.

++) See data sheet TREND 800 RO for ordering details and data.

INFORMATION SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE




REMARKS TO THE ERRORS SPECIFIED IN THIS OPERATING MANUAL

Return Loss

The effect introduced by the return loss of the re-
cejver input or the generator output is included in
the error specified for the level reading of a re-

ceiver or the output level of a generator.

Moreover, the specified error takes into account
that a level meter is operated as "terminated" (in-
put impedance = source impedance =.Z ). This is

also valid for a level generator (ou%put impedance =
load impedance = ZO).

Bridging Loss

A receiver operated in the "high impedance"
(bridging) mode introduces a level error due to the
finite input impedance. The error's maximum value
when measured at a testpoint of source impedance Z/2
is expressed as 3> the bridging loss.

Zo
VO ZO lL1
|
ZO o T
- | |
| |
Vo) | n] Qe
-Zkﬁ} )| 1
! i
T -
Lo = J
The bridging loss is defined as follows:
Bridging loss ag = L2 - L1
1 Z0
a, = 20 1g | 1 ++5 7
B 2 Z1.n

is the Tevel difference
Tevel meter input
with Zo.

Therefore, the bridging loss
caused by the high impedance
bridging a system terminated

In every case, Z n:§> Zo’ which results in:

j
JA

a, £4.3-%

g [aB]

Zin

For that reason, the specified value of a rela-
ted to the value Z, (e.g. 600 Ohms) can b%’%asi]y
recalculated to yiéld the value of ag for the

value Z2 (e.g. 900 Ohms): >

Impedance balance ratieo
The specifications given for the input or output bal-
ance are provided by the methods defined in CCITT

Recommendation 0. 121.

This same Recommendation states that:

“The signal balance ratio is an overall measurement
of the symmetry of a device and includes the influ-
ence of the impedance balance ratio as well as the
influence of unwanted longitudinal voltages produced
by a generator or the influence of the common-mode
rejection ratio of a receiver.”

T.. describe the degree of balance of a device (gene-
yator or receiver) under operational conditions in
most cases it is sufficient to measure and specify
the signal balance ratio only.
Thus, the specifications in this Operating Mannual
are provided by measurement of s i gnal
balance ratio. This is done through
emploment of an accurately center-tapped inductor
with both of the tightly-coupled half windings being
completely symmetrical. Each half represents 7/2.

Measurement ator
Signal 1a

m of Gen
B a ce Rat

- (D

r
n 0

Generator | g

T

VAl

1

Center-tapped inductor-—

: |
I 7 T
Zh vy

+

Generator signal balance ratio is defined as:

B!

ag =20 Tog | —= [d8]

Vs
Measurement of Receiver
Signal Balance Ratio

a Receiver
|

c Zik
[

V1
i

Generator

7
Voltage
reading between
< a and b

Receiver signal balance ratio is defined as:

!
ag = 20 log | — [dB]

Y2

The dotted impedance, Z, is the input impedance of
the device under test. If the input impedance is a
high value, then this impedance must be externally
connected in the parallel.






TECHNICAL DETAILS

The Selective Transmission Measuring Set SPM-16 with the wide-band
section comprises mainly the modules: receiver section, synthesizer,
and control section; the latter section includes the microcomputer and
the control and display panel. The signal processing and the various

modules are described in detail below (See Figure 2-1).

_‘] X-output

5 - - - - -

' 10 MHz
. G 75 10MHz . Standard frequency
Output P o> - Synthesizer 1,25, 10 MHz
(to PSS-16) | 4} 220 Mt B
10kHz o 160 MHz Calibration 2 220.01 ... 380 MHz | 22010380 MHz
generator ? *—j
IF output
' _2}4%%;% GY! G;‘! Phasejitter
! 180 Mz 4001 Mrz ‘“4!!“—
. Inpuit circuit 6 * J IF amplifier Detector i
m-~ - 2 &= = 2 = = — 7
InputF,—»})}’:’:_ N“’——-B{T*—mm{*%g.—)x/y N %
10kHz to 160 MHz ! /?( 220 MHz 40 MHz 10 kHz LIN. LOG —‘—-< Y-output
ﬁ‘ Mixer 1 Mixer 2 Mixer 3 s j
[:j @ ' Demodulator
; f? > 10khz /A output
1 U :
‘ { Wideband detector : Pen lift
4 and chopper {/ 4!
2 L : Data and Address Bus 7 ’ % 7 External
S st R “A equipment
@ @ ﬁA.C. power drop-out signal
ool n ey
i Front panel cPU Memory : Memory ; r [ y
7 ) ) ) ROM user's i ] i = 96 to 261
! Display field Ops field 8085 RAM_| § program 1 | or printer | ~

2.1

PPttt | !
g Power supply l

) External computer or printe; V.24/v.28
Simplified block diagram of the Level Meter SPM-16

Figure 2-1

RECEIVER SECTION

2.1.1

INPUT CIRCUIT AND FREQUENCY CONVERSION

The Level Meter operates on the triple superhet principal. In order

to achieve good decoupling between the measuring circuit and the chas-
sis ground for measurement of high losses on two port networks (see
section 5.2), the input circuit is decoupled, for high frequency pur-

poses, by a coaxial choke.

The input signal passes from the coaxial input to the remote control-
lable Calibrated Attenuator (FED-2, BN 802/2) and then to the pream-

plifier. For wide-band level measurements, the measuring signal is

2-1
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connected to a quasi-rms rectifier, converted to 10 kHz, and injected
into the IF signal path. Here, it is rectified and displayed. For
selective level measurements, the wide-band detector acts as a level
monitor for optimum matching of the loading signal (at the level meter
input) to the input circuit and the first mixer. The input attenuator
and the IF attenuator are so adjusted by the microcomputer that the
best possible measuring accuracy is always achieved. This makes manual

"Tow noise/low distortion" switching superfluous.

The preamplifier is followed by a further attenuator which permits the
optimum matching of the mixer to the wide-band load and the switching
of the measuring range in 5 dB steps. The low-pass input filter sup-
presses all spurious and image frequencies which 1ie above the recep-
tion band. The receive frequencies are converted to the first interme-
diate frequency of 220 MHz in the first mixer, using the 220.01 to

380 MHz conversion signal from the synthesizer. The second IF fis

40 MHz. This is applied to the 40 MHz crystal band-pass filter which
permits direct conversion to the last IF of 10 kHz by the third mix-

ere

The necessary carrier signal for this is produced in a phase-locking
oscillator, synchronized to the reference freguency in the syn-
thesizer. The selectivity of the Level Meter is determined by the flat
3.1 kHz wide 10 kHz band-pass filter. Various filters with differing
noise bandwidths can be connected after this point according to the
application.

IF AMPLIFIER, DETECTOR, AND OUTPUT CIRCUIT

The converted received signal passes through a stage for power level
matching, according to the selected measuring conditions, either to a
logarithmizing circuit with a Tevel range of 80 dB or to the switch-
able IF amplifier, whose gain can be switched in 1 dB steps with ex-
tremely precise transformer-type attenuators. The maximum overall gain
js 89.9 dB. This module also contains the calibration attenuator for
Tevel calibration (see section 2.1.3). Signal detection is carried out
in a true rms detector. The crest factor of the detector circuit is

12 dB. The detected measured voltage either is amplified and connec-
ted to the meter for analog display or passes through an analog-digi-
tal converter for digital level display.
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2.1.5

AUTOMATIC LEVEL CALIBRATION

In order to achieve the high measuring accuracy, the SPM-16 is
equipped with an automatic level calibration circuit which is automa-
tically switched on at preset intervals or if the equipment settings
(e.g. bandwidth, frequency) are changed. The calibration frequency is
tuned along with the measured frequency in order to achieve a very low
intrinsic frequency response. The extremely precise and temperature
constant calibration level is produced in the calibration generator.
The calibration frequency is obtained by conversion of the modified
control frequency and the fixed, multiplied standard frequency from
the synthesizer (see section 2.2).

FAST SIGNAL DETECTOR

A signal voltage at the input to the unit, and which lies within the
indication range of the analog meter is indicated, with the aid of a
fast signal detector, by illumination of an LED. For this purpose, the
10 kHz IF voltage is compared with a reference voltage which corres-
ponds to a level threshold of approximately -15 dB or approximately
-1.2 dB on the meter scale. If this threshold is exceeded by the IF
voltage, 10 kHz pulses trigger a monoflop, with an active time of
approx. 1 s, and this causes the LED to illuminate. During frequency
search operations, the signal detector is used to stop the search.
When operating in logarithmic mode, the LED is continuously illumina-
ted; however, search operation is possible at a level threshold of
-40 dB as indicated on the instrument.

PHASE JITTER MEASURING ATTACHMENT

For measurement of the phase Jitter, the IF signal is connected to a
phase comparator, where it is compared with the ‘average phase position
of a Tow jitter reference oscillator signal that has a slow restora-
tion control characteristic.

The measured voltage, which is proportional to the phase, is connec-
ted via a weighting filter which includes all Jitter components in the
frequency range +(20 to 300 Hz) to the peak~to-peak rectifier, and is
then Togarithmized amplified, and displayed. The weighting filter and
the rectifier characteristic comply with CCITT recommendation 0.91.

2-3
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TEST PROBE CONNECTION

For high impedance (bridging), unbalanced measurements, the active
Test Probe TK-11 is provided. This has the function of an impedance
transformer with an input capacitance of only 3.5 pF when a test prod
is used. It receives its power supply from the Level Meter. The inser-
tion loss of 10 dB is automatically compensated in the SPM-16 when the
TK-11 is connected.

OUTPUTS

Several outputs are available for further processing of the converted
received signal.

In analog mode, a single sideband demodulator permits reconversion of
any voice channel from the CF plane to the audio frequency band.

Conversion is carried out with the aid of a switchable carrier signal
of 8 or 12 kHz for the upright or inverted position. This carrier is
derived from the standard freguency. For a reproduction true to the
original, therefore, the tuning must be to midchannel. The demodulated
received signal can be either connected to the built-in loudspeaker
for qualitative assessment or extracted at the demodulator output for
further external processing (e.g. connection of interruption or impul-
sive noise counters). The demodulator is characterised by low intrin-
sic noise of about 65 dB below the meter reading of O dB, thus permit-
ting correct conversion of a CF channel.

The Tast intermediate frequency of 10 kHz can be extracted at the de-
coupled cutput which follows the IF amplifier.

The Level Meter has a fixed-level output for delivering the Generator
Signal to the level conditioning in the Generator Section of the
PSS-16. This output can also be used &s a source of generated signal
(tracking generator) for freguency response measurements.

For connection of a pletter or similar device, the Level Meter has a
Y-output at which a DC voltage propertional to the meter indication is
available.

An X-output supplies a DC voltage which is proportional to the frequ-
ency within the adjustable limits fSTART and fSTOP'

At two other outputs, the variable carrier frequency and the standard

frequency can be extracted for the external tuning of a level genera-
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tor. An input for application of an external standard frequency of 1,
2, 5 or 10 MHz permits substitution for the internal standard frequen-
Cy.

POWER SUPPLY UNIT

The Level Meter is equipped with a switching power supply unit which
permits connections to a.c. line voltage in the range 96 to 261 V
without further switching. It is characterized by a high efficiency,
which results in low internal heating in spite of the compact con-
struction.

This provides higher reliability of the Level Meter.

A built-in rechargeable battery buffers all of the existing memory
modules if the a.c. line voltage fails or if the unit is switched
off, thus maintaining all stored data and settings.

. FREQUENCY TUNING

Freguency tuning is carried out digitally, in BCD code, in all opera-
ting modes. For quasi-continuous frequency tuning over a continuous
range, a small DC generator (tacho-generator) is driven by the tuning
knob and a subsequent voltage-frequency converter generates setting
pulses for the internal counters. The frequency information is trans-
ferred to the frequency display and the synthesizer via display buf-
fers.

SYNTHESIZER

The control frequency of 220.01 to 380 MHz necessary for tuning the
Level Meter, and the fixed frequencies necessary for synchronization
are gdenerated in a synthesizer (BN 869) with the following character-
istics:

High frequency accuracy and stability

High spectral purity (very high adjacent channel rejection and
high signal-to-noise ratio)

- Phase continuity when the frequency is changed

- Quick settability

Compact construction.

{
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The construction and the most important modules are shown in the ex-
tremely simplified block diagram of the synthesizer in Figure 2-2.

The control frequency fT (220.01 to 380 MHz) is generated in a vol-
tage controlled oscillator which is adjusted so that the control fre-
quency is precisely the sum of the frequency fR of the locked oscil-

lator and the freguency fI of the interpolation oscillator.

The Tocked oscillator operates in the frequency range 219.8 to

379.7 MHz, and can be tuned in 100 kHz steps by another phase lock
loop. For this purpose, the oscillator frequency is divided down to
100 kHz in a programmable locked divider and compared with the stand-
ard frequency in a zero phase controller.

Interpolation within the 100 kHz steps is carried out in a single in-
terpolation loop. This operates with fractional division ratios, thus

it permits frequency settings with values after the decimal point

(1l

This configuration permits short settiing times, even with small step
increments.

The interpolation oscillator runs at a relatively high frequency be-
tween 40 and 60 MHz in order to permit, in the following 200 : 1 divi-
der, reduction of the phase hits resulting from the phase lock Toop.

As the interpolation frequency should be adjustable in steps of 1 Hz,
the 200 : 1 divider means that the interpolation divider must be ad-
justable in 200 Hz steps. In order to permit rapid reprogramming, the
output frequency of the interpclation divider is 100 kHz. This is com-
pared with the divided standard frequency in the phase meter. Fre-
quency settings in 1 Hz to 1 kHz positions would divide into fractio-
nal values and result in phase hits. For this reason, a compensation
voltage with the same shape as the interference voltage, but with
opposite polarity, is superimposed on the output signal from the phase

meter.

Further measures, such as synchronous transfer of frequency setting
information into the locking and interpolation dividers or the block-

[1] P. Harzer: "Frequency Synthesis in Modern Level Measuring Setups"
translated from original NTZ publication, Volume 33 (1980), No. 2,
pp. 90-94



ing of the carrier Toop during the so-called interpolation exchange,
permit maximum suppression of the spurious frequencies in the control
signal.

The 100 kHz reference frequency and further synchronization frequen-
cies are generated in the time base. This comprises mainly the stan-
dard frequency oscillator and the 10 MHz crystal controlled oscilla-
tor, with a Tow proportion of spurious frequencies and locked in a
rigid phase to the reference frequency via the standard frequency syn-
chronization. The standard frequency oscillator, which can also be re-
placed by an external frequency standard of 1, 2, 5, or 10 MHz, is
thermostatically controlled to achieve the high accuracy of

1 x10 7.
Fixed frequency 10 MHz
|r—_ Standard - Y Time base -—' r_Locking loop . 7 rCarrier loop . —I
frequency osc. 10 MHz osc. I Locking osc. | Carrier osc. {
‘ O e - ] ’ 219.8 10 379.7 MHz i1 220.01 to 380MHz l
t : G : G 100 ] ! % I | % Controi frequency
| L a0 & Ay -+ (P 4 B| »4220.0n0380MHz
n.r .~ T 1] f i f (fr = + f))
| ilsmomez | 1OMH2 ] R ! T (VT =R+H
i L L !
l | (I 200 to 300 kHz |
| i | (fr-fR) |
I b !
! Standard l { 1 [ |
[1,2,3,10 MHz frequency T I (P |
' >——{Synchron. I | n ' I i
i Ext. standard I | i ' I
frequency
_____________ —d e ]
100 kHz 200 to 300 kHz
—= “Divider with fractional 1 T T |rﬁ-erp—oltmcr-!—os: - _—“.-}
Frequency 0 1o 159.9 MHz ; division ratio 40 to 60 MHz |
information i 1 % 1 |
(BCD code) | 010 99.999 kiz o © l
: n,m fr 200 i
[ ] ] |
! !
} Interpolation loop |
—— ~
e 45

Figure 2-2 Simplified block diagram of the synthesizer BN 869
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CONTROL SECTION WITH MICROCOMPUTER

The microcomputer comprises the central processing unit (CPU) - a

type 8085 microprocessor - the program memory (ROM), the working memo-
ry (RAM), and the input and output gates. The displays and controls on
the front panel are connected to the microcomputer via data and con-
trol lines. The keyboard of the control panel is used, amongst other
things, for entry of fixed frequencies and of complete equipment set-
tings into the RAM (Random Access Memory). Battery buffering of the
RAM power supplies is provided to maintain the stored data in the case
of an a.c. power dropout.

If required, an additional customer-specific EPROM can be fitted for
fixed freguencies and equipment settings. A results log can be produ-
ced on an external printer connected via a printer interface for
V.24/V.28 interfaces (SPM-16, commencing with series B). Instead of
the printer interface, an IEC interface can be fitted for connection
of an external computer. Remote control facilities exist for all func-
tions of the SPM-16.

After power is switched on, an automatic RAM/ROM self teét is execu-
ted. Functional testing of the most important modules can also be ini-
tiated by the operator. In the case of a fault, the test sequence is
stopped and the fault number is displayed.



(@3}

3.1

3.1.1

3.1.2

COMMISSIONING

UNPACKING THE UNIT

The SPM-16 is shipped in a special packing case which was subjected to
comprehensive stress testing at Wandel & Goltermann.

This case guarantees that the test equipment will arrive without dam-
age, even under rough transport conditions. The unit should be removed
carefully from the appropriate side of the packing case. It is recom-
mended that the orginal packing materials be retained for possible fu-
ture shipment. If this is not done, please read the following notes.

- NOTES FOR SHIPPING

Safe transportation of the SPM-16 is guaranteed only by correctly
designed packing materials. If the original packing case has been
lTost, we recommend that the unit be packed as shown in Figure 3-1.

% % Wooden board
e B ¥ 16mm thick

Hif— Haord padding fixed
to the unit by means ‘ il
of odhesive tope ?

Folding carton P TR A S

- 600mm MJ —h |
h = height h+ 120 —

Firgure 3-1 Packing notes

TRANSPORT IN THE EQUIPMENT CASE TPK-5 OR TRANSPORT CASE TPG-65

The equipment case TPK-5 protects the SPM-16 against dust and mechani-
cal damage for light transport operations (e.g. in a motor vehicle).
It also provided suitable protection against splash water. Further
protection of the inclined front panel is provided by placing the rear
cover 3D-5 on the front of the SPM-16 before putting the unit into the

3-1



case. For increased climatic and mechanical stresses (e.g. rail or air
transport), the transport case TPG-65 is recommended, as this protects
the equipment against extreme effects.

3.1.3 USE IN 19" RACKS

The case dimensions of the SPM-16 are matched to DIN Standard 41 494
or American Standard ASA C 83.9 "Racks and front panels". The SPM-16
is thus suitable for installation in 19" racks; it is only necessary
to modify the front panel dimensions by fitting two mounting brackets
as shown in Figure 3-2. The complete 19" convefsion kit including
mounting screws, is available under order No. BN 700/00.05.

The feet on the bottom of the unit and the guide studs on the top of

the unit must be removed before installation (see also Figure 3-2).

= Plastic guides

- =
Foot —8 ——— ‘ 1] % N

e

Q
e
|

1 |
Hinged support —— @
\ I 19" mounting bracket
\j

Figure 3-2 Converting the table-top unit for rack installation

Caution: When installing the unit in equipment cabinets, care must be
taken that the upper 1imit of the rated range of use for the ambient
temperature is not exceeded (see section 3.2). Generally, the follow-
ing measures are necessary:

A space of one height unit (44.4 mm) must remain free between the
units.
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If necessary, fans must be fitted to extract the heat produced in the
cabinet. Suitable filters should be provided to prevent accumulation
of dust on the units.

INSTALLING THE UNIT

The Level Meter SPM-16 can be used at ambient temperatures between
+5 and +40°C. If used within larger systems or if installed in racks,
care must be taken that this temperature range is not exceeded. (e.q.
by spacing the various units as mentioned in section 3.1.3).

Temperatures between -40 and +70°C are permissible for storage or
transport. In such cases, it is recommended that the displays and con-
trols are protected by the Transport Protection Cover SD-5 (see sec-
tion 1.13, ordering information) on the front and back of the unit;
these prevent mechanical damage and protect against dust and splash
water.

The angled front panel makes the unit easy and comfortable to use. In
addition, the Level Meter can be installed at an angle by swinging
down the supports attached to the front feet. The SPM-16 will also
operate reliably in this position.

The liquid crystal displays for frequencies and levels decrease the
current needed, and consequently the internal heating of the unit. No
fan is necessary and a higher reliability is achieved. When the unit
is put in place, the ambient light should be bright because then the
displays are particularly easy to read.

CONNECTION AND SWITCHING ON

Before switching on, connect the control output of the oscilla-
tor section to the control input of the receive section using the
included short BNC cable (K 336) as shown in Figure 3-3. (Longer con-
nection cables should not be used).
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Figure 3-3 Rear connections on the SPM-16

3.4 POWER SUPPLIES

The Level meter is supplied with power by a switching power supply
unit which is installed on the right side wall of the SPM-16. It can
be operated from AC voltages between 96 and 261 V without additional
switching, the a.c. Tine frequency lying between 47.5 and 63 Hz.

The enclosed a.c.power cord should be used for connection to the a.c.
lines. The Level Meter complies with protection class I of VDE 0411,
i.e. the case and the ground socket are connected to the protective
conductor. If a different a.c. power cord is used, ensure that a pro-
tective conductor is included and connected.

After inserting the a.c.power cord in the a.c. socket Q (see Figure
4-2) on the rear of the unit, insert the plug into the a.c. outlet
socket and switch on the Level Meter with the a.c. power switch H on
the front (by depressing the pushbutton). The specified error limits
are valid only after a warming up period of 15 minutes.

3.4.1 REPLACING THE FUSE

If, after the Level Meter SPM-16 has been switched on, there is nei-
ther a level nor a frequency display ond none of the indicator lamps
are 1it, first unscrew the fuse holder P on the rear of the unit and
check the fuse.

The replacement fuse should be type T 3, 15 A (3.15 A, slow-blow);
two spare fuses are included with the unit.
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SELF-TEST

When the Level Meter is switched on, an automatic RAM/ROM test is exe-
cuted to check the functions of the RAM and the system software (ROM).
[f the test is executed successfully, the symbols Q-w=-- appear momen-
tarily on the frequency display, followed by the last parameters for
frequency and level values stored in the unit. In the case of an error
in the control section, an error number is displayed in the frequency
display. The digits in the level display (address in hexadecimal code)
contain further information for localization of the fault.

Example:

A !
UL T L

P __t
! I I

Level display Fraquency display

The meanings of the symbols and digits are explained in Table 6-2.

A functional test of the most important modules (internal hardware
test) can be initiated by entering the address No. 9003 (in Series A
the address number 9001 should be pressed before 9003). No external
connections are necessary for this purpose as the internal calibration
signal is used as a signal source.

The self-test ought to be executed after a waiting time of a few min-
utes.

Sequence:

Depress the following pushbuttons:
[MEM] 9001 [RCL]  (in Series A only)
[MEM] 9003 [RCL1

If the test is successful, the symbols l-=we- appear in the frequency
display. In the case of a fault, a fault number (e.g. 1--003) appears
in the frequency display; the meanings of these numbers are explained
in Table 6-2. The unit can be switched back from the test programm to
the measuring program by again entering 9001 [RCL1. After that, the
Standard Set-up appears again (see para. 3.6).
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3.6

STANDARD SET-UP

A1l equipment set-ups are stored in a semiconductor memory which is
supplied with vocltage from a rechargeable accumulator when the a.c.
power is switched off. For this reason, the last equipment set-up

which was stored always appears when the unit is switched on again.

Stored fixed frequencies are also retained when the power is switched
off.

If the unit is switched off for a longer period, however, it is possi-
ble that the buffer battery is exhausted and that the stored informa-
tion is lost. In this case, the following standard set-up is automati-
cally selected when the power is switched on again:

f = 100.000 kHz

fSTEP = 1.000 kHz

Bandwidth 3.1 kHz

Mode: ABS, ANLG, 20 dB scale
Measuring range: 0 dB

Display "SWEEP OR STEP TIME" =1 s

It may be necessary to disconnect the buffer battery during repair
work, which also results in loss of the stored data. In order to ob-
tain the defined initial state, the pushbutton [T] (see Figure 6-2)
should be depressed after the unit has been switched on again; this
pushbutton is accessible on the contrel p.c. board after the upper
case cover has been removed. Depression of the pushbutton again loads
the standard set-up in the memory. (See also the note in section
4.22.1).

[f a fault occurs during operation, switch the unit off and on again
to call out the RAM/ROM test. The test is executed automatically as
described above. After this, the hardware test can be executed as de-
scribed previously.

IT neither of the tests results in a fault indication, although there
is a fault in the unit, it is recommended to carry out a reset by cal-
ting out program number 9000 before resuming measurements. The program

is initiated by depressing the following pushbuttons:
[MEM] 9000 [RCL]

Note: This reset clears all stored fixed frequencies {address range O
to 89); the stored front panel settincs (address range 100 to 110) are

replaced by a standard set-up as described in section 3.6 {see also

29 113
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important Safety instructions

This instrument left the manutacturer in perfectly safe operational condition. To maintain this condition a

safety for the operator the following precautions ought to be carefuily noted.

A.C. power line voltage

The operating voltage of the instrument shouid be the same as
the a.c. line voltage, so check whether or not the two voltages
are equal.

Safety Class

This instrument is categorized as Safety Class | according to
VDE 0411 or IEC Publ. 348. The power cord delivered with the
equipment has a protective ground conductor. The a.c. power
plug must be plugged into an a.c. power receptacle that has a
third wire to ground, except in rooms that are particularly
certified otherwise. Any disconnection of the protective ground
conductor either inside or outside of the instrument is not per-
mitted.

Connection to measuring circuits presenting
hazards to personnel

Before the connection is made to a hazardous circuit, a
protective ground connection, for protection against the meas-
urement circuit, ought to be connected to the enclosure. In
case the protective ground conductor of the a.c, power line
can also assume this protective function, the a.c. power con-
nection should be established first of all. If the measuring
circuit has an inherent protective ground conductor, then this
conductor must be connected to the enclosure before a con-
nection is made to the measuring circuit.

Defects and Exceptional Conditions

When it can be assumed that safe operation is no longer pos-

sible, the equipment should be taken out of service and

inadvertent operation should be prevented.

This occurs when

- the equipment shows external signs of damage

- the equipment no longer operates

— after being overstressed in any way (e.g. storage, transport)
so that the tolerable limits are exceeded.

Fuses
Only specified fuses are permitted for use.

Opening the Instrument

After the covers have been removed or when components are
removed with tools, certain components that operate with
applied voltage could be exposed. And also connection points
might be carrying a voltage.

Therefore, before the instrument is opened for inspection, ali
voltage sources should be disconnected.

But sometimes calibration, maintenance or repairs require that
the instrument be open and operating with applied voltage. So
only experienced craftspersons who understand the dangers
associated with working on instruments that have exposed
voltage points should undertake the job.

Capacitors can retain a voltage charge even after the instru-
ment has been disconnected from voltage sources. Thus, the
circuit diagrams should be observed.

Repairs, Replacement of Components

Repairs must be done according to correct technical practice.
With that, particular attention must be paid to the character-
istics of construction. None of the safety precautions should

be changed, especially for teakage paths and air gaps, and
separation by insulation must not be reduced.

Only original replacement parts ought to be used. Other
replacement parts are only permitted if the safety and protection
against human injury are not degraded through the use of non-
original components.

Safety Testing after Repair and Maintenance

Testing ofthe protective groundconductorinthe
powercordfortheinstrument:

The resistance of the protective ground conductor shail be
measured. It should be <0.5 Q. The power cord should be
bent and kinked during the measurement so as to revealany
intermittent connection. This gives evidence of a defective
power cord.

Testingtheinsulationofthea.c. powercircuit:

The insulation resistance is measured at 500 V between the
a.c. power connection and the protective ground conductor
connection. For this measurement, the instrument's power
switch shouid be ON.

The insulation resistance ought to be >2MQ.
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Table 4-1

Controls and Sockets on the Front Panel

(see Figure 4-1)

Controil Designation
number in the cir- {Function
cuit diagramm
[1] 20 S 10 AUTO Calibration pushbutton; automatic level
CAL calibration can be switched off.
(2] 20 S 42 Pushbutton for switching to manual mode
LOCAL during remote control or for manual ini-
tiation of printer operation
[31] 20 S 7 Pushbuttons for display of: Absolute le-
ABS REF 1 vel in dB or dBm.

205 4 Stored reference level in dB or dBm, le-
vel input by simultaneous depression of
the pushbuttons "ABS" and “REF".

ABS- s

20 S 5 REF Level difference between absolute level
 ___J and reference level in dB.

.
20 S 8 dBm0 Level expressed in dBm or dBmO.
20 S 9 ) Relative level in dBr, level input by
dBr depressing bushbutton twice.
—
(41 20 S 3/ [ANLG [EGTL] Selection of operating modes analog or
20 S 1 digital
(5] 20 S 18 AFC Automatic frequency control
(6] 20 S 12 Memory pushbutton; used together with the
MEM pushbuttons "ST0" and "RCL" for storage
and recall of fixed frequencies or equip-
ment settings.
[71 20 S 19...24 Control panel for input and display of
single frequency (“f"), frequency step
(“fsTEP”), and sweep limits
Cfstarr”s "Tsrop” oF "feenrs
H Afn)'
(8] 20 S 2 AUTO Pushbutton for automatic setting of the
SET measuring range in analog mocde with input
signal connected.
(9] 22 S'1 Measuring range switch in analog mode,
switcning in 1 or 5 dB steps, depending
on setting of [101].
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Control Designation
number in the cir- Func n
cuit diagramm
1dB
(101 20 S 14...16 20d8B Selection of the required scale range
— in analog mode.
80 dB
ri11l 20 S 6 Changeover switch for fast or slow dis-
AVRG 1ay
p Q/n

[121 Decimal keyboard for measuring parameter
input:

20 S 31...41 Multi-function keys for frequency, rela-
20 S 43...47 tive level (brown) and memory function
(b]ue),_ciear key "CLR".

[141] 18 Mo 1 Knob for continuous frequency tuning to-
gether with the pushbutton "MAN" .

[161] 20 s 11 Selection of bandwidth, demodulator, or
phase jitter measurement.

[171] 26 $ 17 Selection of the deflection time for
sweep frequency operation or the dwell
time in AUTO STEP mode, of manual sweep,
or periodic search (OPT).

[181] 2 Bu7 Power supply for TK-11 probe

1191 2 Bu 4 Coaxial input, 10 kHz to 160 MHz

[20] 17 P 1 Volume control for built-in loudspeaker.

[211] 17 Bu 1 Demodulator output.

[221 16 Bu 2 Y-output voltage (DC)

[23] 18 Bu 1 X-output voltage (DC), voltage propor-
ticnal to frequency within Af.

A 22 JC 1 Digital display of level, or phase jitter
in digital mode.

B 16 J 1 Meter for level and phase jitter display
in analog mode.
C 19 GL 2 Signal detector.

4-4
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Control Designation
number in the cir- Function
cuit diagramm
D 189 JC 2 Digital display of frequency.
Address, test and fault numbers are dis-
played here for self-test or memory
operation.
E 20 S 30 ‘ Pushbutton for frequency resolution
MAN 100 Hz (coarse) or 10 Hz (fine) during
continuous tuning.
F 20 S 25/27 o L Direction pushbuttons for frequency
search operation.
G 20 S 26/S 28 SWEEP| Pushbutton of periodic or single sweep.
H 1§81 Mains switch
I 1 Bu?2 Ground socket
K 20 S 29 STEP Pushbutton for all automatic frequency
stepping with step increment “f "or
— for "TRACKING". STEP
L 20 S 44, ( ‘ | Direction pushbuttons for manual fre-
S 47 ala quency stepping with step increment
S " i
STEP °
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Table 4-2

Controls and Sockets on the Rear

(see Figure 4-2)

Control Designation
number in the cir- Function
cuit diagramm
[40]1 [411121 Bu 1, 2 Digital interface for control of two external devices
[42] 16 Bu 1 Connection socket for Display Unit SG-2 or S$G-3
[43] 15 Bu 3 Intermediate frequency (IF) output, 10 kHz.
[44] 10 Bu 2 Generator output, 10 kHz to 60 MHz for controlling
the PSS-16 Generator Section
[45] 4 Bul Control frequency input, 220 to 380 MHz, to be connec-
ted to [521.
[461] 2152 dB/dBm changeover switch.
(501 63 Bu 1 Standard frequency output, 10 MHz.
[511] 65 Bu 1 Input for external standard frequencies 1, 2, 5 or
10 MHz.
[52] 58 Bu 1 Control frequency output, 220 to 380 MHz, to be con-
nected to [451].
M 21 Installation position for the Interface Bus (IEC 625
Coard or printer interface
N Battery compartment for Ni-Cd cells needed for data
retention
0 Allen wrench for removal of the case
p 1Sil AC power fuse
Q 1St1 AC power connector
R Rating plate
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4.1

OPERATION

CONTROLS ON THE FRONT AAND REAR SIDES

The front panel of the Level Meter SPM-16 is divided into the three
functional panels: connection panel, control panel, and display panel.
Most of the parameters necessary for measurement are selected with
pushbuttons on the inclined part of the front panel, which simplifies
operation and provides the unit with a modern design. On the Teft half
of the control panel are configured the pushbuttons for selecting the
required measuring mode, level display, and scale, while on the right
half of the front panel are configured the pushbuttons for freguency

tuning.

Each pushbutton has an LED which lights when the function is active.
Some of the pushbuttons have double or tripie functions (MHz, kHz
pushbuttons), which are clearly identified by different colored mark-
ings or by a second LED.

The rear side of the SPM-16, on which the division of the Tevel meter
into control sections, level measuring sections, and synthesizer is
visible, contains the connection sockets for analog and digital con-
trol signals, the installation position for the Interface Bus

IEC 625) Card, and power supply elements.

The abbreviations used in the operating instructions for controls and
sockets are shown in Figures 4-1 and 4-2, which are on fold-out pages
for ease of use.

The relationships between the abbreviations {normally numbers within
boxes) and the circuit diagrams in the appendix are described in Ta-
bles 4-1 and 4-2.

The abbreviations used in the circuit diagrams have the following
meaning (for example, 20 S 10): the switch (calibration pushbutton)
can be found in circuit diagram 20 and js designated S 10.

The numbers within boxes in the tables are the same as the numbers
printed on the front and rear sides of the Level Meter. The table also
provides a short summary of the functions of the various components
and sockets. A1l coaxial connection sockets are universal sockets
which can easily be converted to the most common socket types used in
telecommunications technology (see section 6.3.4).
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.4.1

4-8

EQUIPMENT SETTING AFTER SWITCHING ON

After the commissioning and switching on as described in chapter 3,
the SPM-16 automatically sets itself to the parameters and operating
modes used for the last measurement before it was switched off. If the
built-in buffer battery needed for the retention of data in the CMOS-
RAM is exhausted or if it was disconnected from the memories during
repair work, a different setting appears. The capacity of the fully
charged battery is sufficient to retain the memory data for approx-
imately 30 days with the power switched off.

INPUTS FOR MEASURING

The Level Meter is equipped with a 75 Q coaxial input, [19]. Test
Probe TK-1l is intended for high impedance (bridging), low capacitance
measurements (see para. 4.24.1).

Caution: Input [19] must be protected from the application of d.c.

and levels greater than +25 dBm or +16 dB. The max. applied voltage
must not be higher than 4.8 V (AC and DC components) because the thin
film technology resistors in the input voltage divider could be de-
stroyed.

TUNING THE RECEIVER FREQUENCY

Frequency tuning is carried out, according to the task, either digi-
tally with the keyboard, continuously, or automatically. (AUTO STEP,
TRACK, SEARCH).

The use of a synthesizer, which is characterized by very low spurious
frequency and noise levels and by phase continuity when the frequency
is changed, achieves both high accuracy and high stability of the se-
lected frequency in all operating modes. The frequency accuracy of the
SPM-16 is +1 x 10'7 of the displayed frequency value. These error
1imits include the temperature response in the rated range of use and
the aging errors which occur within one year.

DIGITAL TUNING [121]

The required receiver frequency is entered in MHz or kHz with the aid
of the keyboard [12]. (The LED above the blue pushbutton "MEM" must be
off).



4.4.2

Example: f = 0.950 kHz i . l 95 "z

Leading and trailing (1 Hz to 100 Hz positions) zeros may be omitted.
The synthesizer is tuned to the new value only when the [MHz] or [kHz]
pushbutton is depressed (ENTER function).

[f an incorrect digit is entered during frequency selection, the dis-
play can be cleared with the aid of the clear key [CLRI and the re-
quired frequency reentered. Tuning of the synthesizer is not affected
by this. The digits are shifted from right to left in the display.

A new frequency is entered by overwriting the old value.

The tuned frequency is displayed with a maximum of nine digits in dis-
pleay window D, with a resolution of 1 Hz. The frequency is always dis-
played in kHz.

CONTINUQUS FREQUENCY TUNING [MAN]

If the precise value of the frequency to be measured is not known and
if 1t is necessary to tune for maximum level indication (in analog
mode), the continuous tuning function can be switched on by depressing
the pushbutton [MAN] in functional panel [131.

Frequency tuning is carried out in a pseudo-continuous mode, i.e. in
steps of 1 Hz or 100 Hz:

if the pushbutton [MAN] is depressed once, with 1 Hz resolution
(FINE)

if the pushbutton [MANI is depressed twice, with 100 Hz resolution
(COARSE).

Due to the phase continuity of the synthesizer, no phase shifts occur
during continuous tuning, which means that no additional sideband
spectrum is generated.

After selecting the required resclution "coarse or fine", the receiver
can be tuned over the whole frequency range with knob [141, without
the necessity of range switching, the rate of frequency change per re-
volution of the knob increasing if the knob is turned faster. This
makes it possible to tune through the whole frequency range very
rapidiy.

If 100 Hz resclution is selected, the last two digits of the frequen-
cy display are always zero.
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4.4.3.1

4.4.3.2
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To return to digital frequency tuning (4.4.1), the required frequency
can be entered directly on the numerical keyboard "121.

INCREMENTAL FREQUENCY TUNING

For measurements at constant frequency intervals (e.g. with channel or
primary group intervals, for measurement of harmonic frequencies, or
for recording of measuring sequences), operation is particularly sim-
ple if the freguency of the SPM-16 can be preset with a stored fre-
quency increment. The unit then permits either manual or automatic

frequency stepping.

Manual Frequency Stepping

it

STEP
Enter the required frequency increment in MHz or kHz

1

Depress pushbutton "f

(see section 4.4.1).

Depress pushbutton "f" and enter the starting frequency

(see section 4.4.1).

- The frequency can now be stepped upwards or downwards {}.__
with the two direction pushbuttons: STEP
Tuning is possible over the whole frequency range. ‘{9_—J

The selected frequency increment can be checked by depressing the
pushbutton "fSTEP"‘ The value of the frequency increment is changed
by overwriting with a new input.

Automatic Frequency Stepping

This type of frequency tuning can be used only if the start and stop

frequencies are alsoc entered.

Example: Measuring the residual carrier signals in a primary group of
60 kHz tc 108 kHz.
Depress the following pushbuttons:

- “fSTART 64  "kHz" "fSTOP 108  "kHz

- fSTEP 4 "kHz"



4.4.4

Mote:  If the frequency sweep Af = f

- Select the required stepping rate in the window “SWEEP OR STEP
TIME/s" with rocker switch [17]. (The rate is stepped automatically
as long as the switch is depressed).

- Depress the pushbutton "STEP" twice. The LED alongside "AUTO" must
Tight. The frequency is now stepped automatically. After complete
cycle, a new cycle starts at fSTART' The elapsed time for one
frequency change results from the total of the "STEP" time and the
measuring time; this depends on the measuring conditions.

The frequency sequence can be stopped by depressing the pushbutton
“MHz, kHz" or any other pushbutton in selection panel [7] or [131.

STOP - fSTART 1s not an in-
tegral multiple of fSTEP’ then measurements will be carried

out only up to an upper frequency f'STOP =n 'fSTEP

= fSTOP’ f.e. the selected limits are never exceeded. The
1imits can be exceeded only with the two STEP direction push-
buttons "L" . If the pushbutton "STEP" is again depressed
(position AUTO), then the SPM-16 again returns to frequencies

within the 1imits.

TRANSFERRING THE FREQUENCY SETTING TO THE MEMORIES FOR f
SWEEP LIMITS

STEP AND THE

If pushbutton "f" is held down and one of the pushbuttons under ENTRY
AND DISPLAY [7] is depressed, then the currently selected frequency
can be transferred directly to the memories for fSTEP and the sweep
Timits.

This type of frequency setting is particularly advantageous for meas-
urement of harmonic frequencies or for narrow band sweep frequency

operation (with center frequency setting), if the basic freguency or
the center frequency (after tuning to the maximum level) has a large
number of digits and is an odd number (see section 4.13),

Example: Measurement of harmonic frequencies
(tuning to n - basic frequency).
- Tune the SPM-16 to the basic frequency.

- Hold down the pushbutton "f" and depress pushbutton "fSTEP"
- Tune to the 2nd, 3rd, ... harmonic frequency by depressing the di-

rection pushbutton 4p the appropriate number of times.
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The functions search, TRACK, and sweep are described in sections (4.11
to 4.13).

AUTOMATIC LEVEL CALIBRATION "AUTO CAL"

The Level Meter SPM-16 has an automatic level calibration circuit
which makes manual calibration unnecessary. It guarantees a high meas-
uring accuracy over the whole frequency range, a noticeable reduction
in the measuring times, and high long-term stability.

The automatic level calibration circuit is switched on if the red LED
above pushbutton "AUTO CAL" is not 1lit.

Calibration is carrijed out after any parameter change which could re-
sult in an error in the level display, for example:

- after switching on

- after a frequency change of more than 10 % for frequencies < 10 MHz
or 1 % for frequencies Z 10 MHz.

- after switching the bandwidth, the operating mode analog/digital,
the meter scale range 1-(20)-80 dB, or the measuring mode absolute/
relative (analog measurement).

If no parameters are changed, for example during continuous monitor-
ing, calibration is carried out every two minutes. In selective mode,
the calibration frequency is always equal to the frequency to which
the meter is tuned (frequency display D), thus the frequency response
of the SPM-16 is virtually eliminated. In the "wide-band" position of
the Level Meter, calibration is always carried out at 10 MHz.

A black bar and the letters CAL are displayed at the upper left cor-
ner of the level display during calibration.

For measuring tasks where the automatic calibration cycle would

result in interference, the automatic level calibration circuit can be
switched off by depressing pushbutton "AUTO CAL" ; this applies, for
example, to measurements with the built-in demodulator. No calibration
is carried out during search or sweep frequency operations.

Depression of pushbutton "AUTO CAL" causes the red LED (CAL OFF) to
light. Depressing the pushbutton again immediately initiates a cali-
bration operation and switches off the LED; then the SPM-16 operates
again in the AUTO CAL mode.



4.6

4.6.1

Remarks: With the internal program configuration of the instrument

the design has already taken into account that unnecessary
switching processes of the HF calibrated attenuator ought to
be avoided in order to prevent premature wear.

The user can likewise take this into account through his
own meaasuring or program runs, and for instance for over-
view measurements that have frequent changes of frequency,
the calibrator [:]could be switched off.

SELECTION OF THE OPERATING MODE ANALOG/DIGITAL "ANLG/DGTL"

Analog or digital level display can be selected with the two pushbut -
tons "ANLG", "DGTL". One of the two LED's above the pushbuttons is
always 1it. Analog level display is advisable for sweep, search, and
TRACK operations or if the demodulator is used.

During analog level measurements, the measuring range can be selected
manually or automatically after depressing a pushbutton; for digital
level measurements, adjustment of the attenuator is always carried out
automatically.

Automatic range setting during selected measurements is always exe-
cuted with an automatic overload check of the wide-band section. The
principle used here has the advantage that measurements are always
carried out at the optimum settings of the SPM-16, thus achieving the
maximum measuring accuracy. The changeover switch "low noise/low
distortion", which previously often caused confusion, is no longer
required.

DIGITAL LEVEL MEASUREMENT

Depression of the pushbutton "DGTL" switches off the meter B and the
result of measurement is displayed in the digital Tevel display A as
follows:

4 digits (resolution 0.1 dB)
for wide-band measurments

for selective measurements with fast display (LED beside pushbutton
"AVRG" is off).

5 digits (resolution 0.01 dB)
for selective measurements with slow display (LED beside pushbutton

"AVRG" is on). 1-13



4.6.1.1

Input levels which cause major deviation of the display, for example
due to superimposed interference signals or insufficient displacement
from the intrinsic noise, are always displayed with a resolution of
0.1 dB, even if display averaging is switched on (see also section
4.6.4). The following parameters can be displayed or stored by depres-
sing the pushbuttons on DISPLAY control panel [31]:

Absolute Voltage or Power Level "“ABS"

Depression of the pushbutton "ABS" causes the absolute value of the
signal at the input to be measured and displayed. The required
calibration voltage level (dB) or power Tevel (dBm) must be selected
with the slide switch [46] on the rear of the unit before switching on
the STMS.

The required calibration can also be selected via the keyboard [121].

dB calibration: — "MEM"™ 9900 " RCLYTT
dBm calibration  “MEM" 9901 "RCL" :
) N ‘

4.6.1.2
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the basic setting after the SPM-T6 has~been-switched on, however, is

always according to the position of the slide switch [46].

Level Difference

For measurement of the frequency response or of harmonic frequencies,

the Tevel referred to a reference value is more interesting to the

user than the absolute Tevel. For these measurements, the absolute

value is first determined as described in section 4.6.1.1 and then

stored as the reference value. This is done by depressing pushbuttons
"ABS" and "REF" simultaneously.

Note: The function AFC [51 should be switched off.

The new, stored reference level is now displayed in display A with a
resolution of 0.01 dB. To display the reference level, simply depress
the pushbutton "REF".

Up to 11 different reference levels (e.g. intrinsic'frequency response
of a comparison device) can be stored with the MEM function (see sec-
tion 4.22).

Any required reference levels can be programmed if the SPM-16 is used
together with a computer.



4.6.1.3

Depression of the pushbutton "ABS-REF" causes the difference between
the measured level (absolute value) and the reference level stored as
described in section 4.6.1.2 to be displayed in dB. The resolution of
the display depends on the conditions mentioned in section 4.6.1.

Reduced Level

In telecommunications technology, levels are often not specified as
absolute values, but as values referred to the relative level of a

test point. To simplify evaluation of such levels, the relative can be
set between the limits

-99.9 and +20.0 dBr

The measured result is then displayed directly as a “reduced level]"
in dBmO (dBO) if the pushbutton "dBm0" is depressed Any reference
Tevel can be entered instead of the relative level (dBr).

a) Display of the relative level
The last relative level which was stored can be displayed by de-
pressing pushbutton "dBr" once (left LED lights).

b) Input of the relative level (dBr)
- Depress pushbutton "dBr® once or twice until both LED's above
the pushbutton are 1it.
- Enter the required dBr level on the keyboard [12].
(Numerical value and units with sign)

Positive values (+dBr) with pushbutton "MHz"
Negative values (-dBr) with pushbutton "kHz"

Depression of the unit pushbutton transfers the new value to the mem-
ory (and the frequency display again appears).

Actuation of the pushbutton "dBm0" causes the Tevel to be displayed,
not as an absolute value, but referred to the stored (relative Tevel)
(dBr) as a reduced level in dBm0 or dRO.

The following relationship applies: a dBm0 + b (dBr) = (a + b) dBm
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ANALOG LEVEL MEASUREMENT

Depression of the pushbutton "ANLG" switches off the digital Tevel
display and switches on the analog meter. The digital display A now
shows the measuring range, i.e. the level value for the 0 dB mark of

the meter which can be switched, according to the selected scale [10],
in

1 dB steps for the 1 dB scale or

5 dB steps for the 20 dB and 80 dB scales.

Result of measurement = digital display (measuring range) + meter

reading (scale value).

Measuring Range Selection

The measuring range is selected

a) manually via the measuring range switch [9] or
b) automatically through the depressing of pushbutton "AUTO SET"

In the case of manual selection (input of the measuring range for
sweep operations or the level threshold for search operations), select
a measuring range so that measurements are carried out at the upper
end of the 20 dB scale (for accuracy reasons).

If automatic range selection is activated by depressing pushbutton
"AUTO SET" once, the measuring range is always set so that the meter
indication is to the left of the 0 dB mark.

The advantage of this lies in the simple addition of two negative
values (measuring range and analog value) in most applications.

Maximum extent of the measuring range:

for the 1 dB scale : +10 dB (+20 dBm) ... -120 dB (-110 dBm)
for the 20 dB scale: +10 dB (+20 dBm) ... -120 dB (-110 dBm)
for the 80 dB scale: +10 dB (+20 dBm) ... =40 dB (-30 dBm)

Note: If, when the 80 dB scale is selected or when the unit is

switched from the coaxial to the balanced input, a direction arrow
appearsﬁ}’in the measuring range display for the most sensitive meas-
uring range (see section 4.6.3), turn rotary switch [9] anticlockwise
(against the direction of the arrow) or depress the pushbutton

"AUTO SET". If the arrow appears in the 1 dB range, turn the rotary
switch anticlockwise and then clockwise again or depress a function
key.
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Scale range

Three scale ranges are available for leyel display. The desired range
is selected by one of the three pushbuttons "1 dg* "20 dB" "80 dB"; at

the same time,

(see Figure 4-

the LED for the appropriate scale in the meter is 1it
3)0

The scales span the following values:

1 dB scale:

20 dB scale:

80 dB scale:

The bottom sca

-1.5 ... +0.3 dB

Used for measurement of single, discrete signals with
maximum accuracy or for measurement of small level dif-
ferences.

=20 ... +2 dB

Used for general measurements, for noise measurements,
during search, or TRACK operations, or for distortion
measurements.

-80 ... +0 dB
Used for overview and sweep frequency measurements with
large level differences.

Te on the meter is used for measurement of phase jitter

(see section 4.9) in analog mode. The range extends from 0.3 to 30°

and is logarit

hmically divided to provide maximum resolution for small

Jitter value readings.

LED's for

Level reading:

expanded (20 Gl 84) ——
normal 20 dB (20 G1 85)——

normal 80 dB (

Phase jitter reading ————|

(20 G1 87)

20 Gl 86)——

Figure 4-3 Meter scale of the SPM-16
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Fast Signal Detector

The LED alongside the meter is used as a tuning aid for rapid loca-
tion of unknown signals when tuning manually in 1 dB or 20 dB scale

range.

If the frequency of the Level Meter is changed rapidly with knob [141],
see section 4.4.2, the signal detector with the LED reacts more rapid-
ly than the relatively slow analog meter. The LED lights as soon as a
signal whose level would result in a deflection outside the scales
marked -15 dB or -1.2 dB is present at the receiver input.

In search mode (see section 4.12), illumination of the LED is also
used as a criterion for automatic stopping of automatic frequency
tuning.

Note: 1) In the more sensitive measuring ranges, the LED may also
light at a scale indication < -15 dB, according to the se-
lected bandwidth, because the peak evaluation of the signal
detector can permit single noise spikes in the receiver noise
to illuminate the LED. This can be prevented by selecting a
narrower bandwidth. '

2) If the 80 dB scale is selected, the LED Tights continuously.

DIRECTION ARROWS IN THE LEVEL DISPLAY

Direction arrows in the level display (Figure 4-4) signal an intoler-
able measuring range in analog mode and an intolerable result in the
digital mode; in digital mode, they also indicate that the level at
the meter input is higher 4~or lower Jthan the currently displayed
level, as the result of a level hit during measurement.

CAL 4 11—~ ¢8

REF LING . _
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Figure 4-4 Direction arrows in the level display

The direction arrows disappear

In analog mode: in the 20 or 80 dB scale by depressing the pushbut-
ton "AUTO SET" or turning the measuring range switch
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[9] one position anticlockwise (against the direction
of the arrow).
In the 1 dB scale, by turning the range switch [9] one
position anticlockwise and then clockwise again or by
depressing a function key in display panel [3] (the
direction arrow indicates that the display expander is
not measuring a signal).

Digital mode: after one further measurement.

NOISE AVERAGING “AVRG"

Level measurements are normally carried out with noise averaging
switched off (LED off). When signals with overlaid noise or the basic
noise of a system is measured, the display would be unstable. There-
upon, noise averaging is switched on by the depressing of the pushbut-
ton "AVRG" (LED Tights). So the measured value is averaged over a
Tonger period, wherein the digital mode implements formation of the
average value from a number of single measurements.

In digital mode, with selected measurements, and with noise averaging
on, the resolution is 0.0l dB. If the signal-to-noise ratio is too low
or if the signal fluctuates, the display automatically switches to a
resolution of 0.1 dB. Wide-band measurements are always carried out
with a resolution of 0.1 dg.

BANDWIDTH

WIDE-BAND SECTION

The Level Meter SPM-16 operates in the frequency range 10 kHz to

160 MHz as a wide-band receiver if the bandwidth switch, [161, is set
to the position "WIDE". This mode makes it possible, for example, to
measure the wide- band Toading Tevel, i.e. the baseband load, in all
CF systems with 12 to 10800 channels. Due to the rectifier character-
istic, a noise signal Tike the Toading level of CF systems actually
carrying traffic, like thermal noise, or like intermodulation noise
resuits in a meter reading of practically the same effective value as
for a sinusoidal signal.
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The measured level can be displayed in either analog or digital form.
In the case of digital display, the resolution is 0.1 dB.

SELECTIVE SECTION

The SPM-16 can be set to five different bandwidths. Typical selectiv-
ity curves of the Selective Level Meter are shown in section 5.1. De-
pending on the application, one of the following bandwidths is selec-
ted with the bandwidth switch, [161]:

Bandwidth 25 Hz

The narrowband filter is used mainly for analysis of signal components
which are closely spaced, for example for measurement of group or su-
per-group pilot frequencies, or to discriminate against excessive
noise at the input.

Bandwidth 400 Hz
This bandwidth is used for sensitive measurements, for analysis of ad-
Jjacent signals, and to block noise.

Bandwidth 1.74 kHz
This bandwidth permits weighted noise measurements in accordance with
CCITT in the voice-grade channels of the CF transmission band.

Bandwidth 3.1 kHz

The bandwidth of this filter corresponds to the width of a telephone
channel. It has a very low ripple in the pass-band and has steep
skirts at the limits of the band. It is used for measurement of the
unweighted noise and of the power in single voice channels and is au-
tomatically selected if demodulation of single sideband signals is ac-
tivated (see section 4.8). It is also possible to measure impulsive
noise in carrier frequency speech channels if an external unit (e.g.
DLM-3) is connected to the demodulator output [21] (see section 4.8).

Bandwidth 48 kHz
This permits measuring the power in a 48 kHz bandwidth.

As the final intermediate frequency of the Level Meter is 10 kHz, this
bandwidth is realized by rapidly sweeping the SPM-16, with the band-
width set to 3.1 kHz, around the selected frequency, within a band-
width of 48 kHz, and with integration of the measured values. The
function "SWEEP" is thus automatically switched on when the 48 kHz
bandwidth is selected. Sweep measurements are therefore not possible



.
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with this bandwidth; however, the two directional "STEP" pushbuttons
“L" for measurements with constant frequency increments can still be
used (the function "AUTO STEP" cannot be switched in).

DEMODULATOR

The built-in measuring demodulator of the Level Meter SPM-16 permits
demodulation of received signals which have been modulated with a
single sideband. An important characteristic of the demodulator is its
wide dynamic range of approx. 65 dB.

The demodulator is activated with the switch [161, in the two posi-
tions marl. The 3.1 kHz bandwidth is always active for these measure-
ments. In addition, the analog mode must be selected. The demodulated
received signal is available at output socket [21] with an output im-
pedance of 600 Q. The output level is approximately 0 dBm if the meter
indicates 0 dB on the 20 dB scale and if the load impedance is 600 Q.
The intrinsic noise at the demodulator output is around -65 dBm, and
the overload 1imit is approximately +10 dBm.

e

10+
O4 — — —
-+
> I
5 dBm+ |
3
o
5 -204+ !
+ l
~
= —+ l
~
Q
2 I
Q
< -u04 |
+
© |
" T |
>
[}]
2 eo4 |
e s GEmes SR GG S— '
I |
l
1 -1
1]
0

1
+10 dBm

Channel noise or level —
Figure 4-5 Dynamic range of the measuring demodulator
Relative Level -50 to +10 dBr.

If CF systems with up to 10800 channels are used, the best load is
achieved if the relative level (dBr) is set to match the system access
point and a measuring range of 0 dBm0 is selected. The dynamic range
which can be handled by the SPM-16 is shown in Figure 4-5.
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Switch [161 permits selection of
M. = demodulation of the lower sideband (inverted position) and
aflll= demodulation of the upper sideband (upright position).

The center frequency of the band is converted to 2 kHz when tuning is
to the midchannel. If the Tevel meter was previously tuned to the sup-
pressed carrier, it must be detuned for correct demodulation, namely
by -2 kHz for[mand by +2 kHz forall. With a bandwidth of 3.1 kHz,
this results in a demodulated audio frequency band of 450 Hz to

3.55 kHz.

The demodulated input signal can also be monitored with the built-in
lToudspeaker. The volume of the loudspeaker can be adjusted with poten-
tiometer [201.

The automatic level calibration circuit can be switched off with
pushbutton "AUTO CAL" if the short interruptions of the signal cause
interference during the measurements (e.g. interruption measure-
ments).

Additional instruments such as interruption meters and impulsive
noise counters can be connected to the demodulator output [21] for
further processing of the converted signal. The Data Line Test Set
DLM-3 from Wandel & Goltermann is suitable for both of the above
tasks.

For interruption measurements in accordance with CCITT 0.61, the

Selective Level Meter is tuned to the frequency of the carrier fre-
quency test signal and the resulting 2 kHz signal from the demodulator
is extracted at output [21]. The automatic level calibration circuit
must be switched off.

Owing to the wide dynamic range of the measuring demodulator and to
the flat 3.1 kHz filter, the Level Meter is particularly suitable for
translating carrier frequency telephone channels into the AF range. In
order to avoid measurement errors, particular efforts were made to en-
sure that all modules which participate in translation reproduce the
characteristics of CF channel translators as closely as possible. For
this reason, the SPM-16 can be used with an external counter in ac-
cordance with CCITT 0.71 for impulsive noise measurements over the

whole frequency range of the Level Meter.
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The crystal controlled frequency tuning permits precise counting of
events over long periods.

PHASE JITTER MEASUREMENTS

Phase jitter measurements with digital or analog display can be car-
ried out in order to assess the transmissicn qualities of telephone
circuits used for data communications.

CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF PHASE JITTER

Phase jitter on data circuits routed over carrier frequency channels
results mainly from unwanted phase modulation of the carrier signals
participating in the frequency conversion on the transmit and receive
sides. Interference components such as the audio frequency ringing
signal or harmonics of the mains frequency are the sources of the
phase modulating signals. The intrinsic channel noise also has a cer-
tain effect in creating phase Jitter. Phase jitter changes the zero
crossings of the data signal and can result in erroneous bits on the
receive side after regeneration of the signal.

This makes it necessary to check data circuits to ensure that their
phase jitter values lie within specific maximum limits. In addition to
national PTT Administrations, which have issued regulations governing
this impairment, the CCITT also specifies maximum values.

SETTINGS ON THE LEVEL METER

For measurement of phase jitter in the frequency range 10 kHz to

160 MHz, switch [16] is used to select the position ¢ op’? and the
appropriate operating mode [4] analog “ANLG" or "DGTL" is selected.

The bandwidth of 3.1 kHz is automatically selected. The weighting fil-
ter and the rectifier characteristics for measurement of the peak-to-
peak value comply with CCITT recommendation 0.91.

For measurement, the signal level should be =-50 dBm (-60 dB). If the
signal is too low or is not present, the SPM-16 produces an

Error Annunciation

for analog display: by full-scale deflection of the meter and by
switching off the signal detector C.
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for digital display: by a warning arrow 4 in the level display and
a jitter indication of 30.0°.

Tuning
of the receiver depends on the measuring task assigned to it, the fol-
lowing applications being possible:

a) Measurements of a single tone or in a carrier frequency voice
channel in a system, in the vicinity of which no signals (adjacent
channels, pilot frequencies, dialling tones) exist except for the
test tones. In this case, the meter is tuned to the tone to be
measured.

b) Measurements in an unoccupied CF channel.
In this case, the SPM-16 should be tuned precisely to the center
of the channel. The frequency position of the measured signal
within the 3.1 kHz bandwidth has no effect on the measurements.

Display
of the result is either on the logarithmically divided lower scale of
the meter or on the digital display, with an indication range of 0.3

to 30°.
The resolution of the digital display is

for phase jitter values ¢pp 24 :0.1°
for phase jitter values 4° < ¢pp Z10° : 0.2°
for phase jitter values 10° < ¢pp 230" : 0.5°.

The minimum indicated digital value is 0.2°. The intrinsic jitter of
the level meter is typically 0.3°.

For external processing of the phase jitter result, the Y-voltage out-
put [22], see section 4.14, can be used for driving a strip recorder.

AUTOMATIC FREQUENCY CONTROL "AFC"

The AFC serves for automatically tuning the synthesizer to input sig-
nals whose frequencies are unstable. It can also be used as a tuning
aid for input signals whose frequency is not precisely known. In order
to permit AFC to function correctly in the case of selective measure-
ment with bandwidths of 25 Hz to 3.1 kHz, the SPM-16 should first be
tuned in analog mode until there is a meter indication on the 1 dB or
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20 dB scale. After this, the AFC is switched on by depressing the
pushbutton "AFC", causing the synthesizer to tune itsel]f precisely to
the signal frequency and the Tevel indication to reach the maximum

value.

In the operating mode SEARCH - see section 4.12 - the AFC 1is switched
on automatically when an input signal (single signal or single spec-
tral line) appears within the pass-band of the the IF filter (capture
range).

The AFC is also active in the digital mode.

If the signal is missing or noisy, the AFC switches itself off, and
the LED above pushbutton [5] starts to flash.

Although the capture range of the AFC is restricted to the nominal
bandwidth of the selected filter, the lock range extends over the
whole frequency range of the Level Meter. If the signal frequency
changes slowly, then the frequency display will change accordingly. In
this case, the Level Meter acts as a FR E QUENCY COUNTER.

TRACK MODE

APPLICATIONS

In this mode, the SPM-16 can be used as a tracking receiver for
selective, automatic end-to-end measurement without any additional
connection for frequency synchronization. Measurement is carried out
in CF systems in the gaps between the contiguous groups, which means
that the system can remain carrying traffic, in contrast to end-to-
end sweep frequency measurements with a wide-band receiver (see Figure
4-6). A prerequisite for execution of this measurement is that a level
generator with a similar frequency generation system and facilities
for storage of a specific number of fixed frequencies is available
(e.g. PS-19, PS-6/60 with 0D-600/0DF-601 or PS-8/PS-12 with 0D-4/0D-12
and ODF-601). The fixed frequencies correspond to the CCITT recommen-
dation for gap frequencies (additional measuring frequencies).

If the generator and receiver are programmed with identical frequen-
cies (see section 4.22.3), measurement is started by initiating se-
quential, cycling transmission of the various frequencies from the

Tevel generator (with soft level b]anking); while the SPM-16 in the
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(Location A) (Location B)

G & K—=d >< G} ] SPM-16

Generator Transmission system Selective
or receiver
translator with frequency offset -
(upright or inverted position)

Figure 4-6 Receiver tracking

Printer
or plotter

position TRACK waits at one of the fixed frequencies, fn’ When the

generator frequency fs = fn, the SPM-16 indicates a level on the
analog meter during the dwell time at this frequency. When the genera-

tor switches to the next frequency, the level indication disappears
and the LED of the signal detector C is switched off. The extinguish-
ment of the LED causes the SPM-16 to switch to the next higher or
lTower fixed frequency, according to the program. The generator and the

receiver are now synchronized. A plotter with pen 1ift function
(SPM-16, series B or later) can be connected to the X-Y output [22]
[23] or a printer with V.24/V.28 interface can be connected to the

printer interface (Auxiliary device for SPM-16, series B or later) for

recording the measured values.

For measurements on translators (channel, group translators, etc.),

the generator and receiver frequencies can be programmed with any re-

quired fixed offset frequency in the upright or inverted position.

SETTINGS ON THE LEVEL METER

- Enter the fixed frequencies with
a) Push button "MEM" (see section 4.22.3) or

b) Pushbuttons fSTART , fSTOP R fSTEP
(frequency stepping with equal increments).

' (see section 4.4.3)

- Tune the Level Meter to the starting frequency, which can also be

fSTOP for measurements in the inverted position.

- Select analog mode and the 20 dB scale.

- Set the measuring range switch [9] to the expected level
(= approximately full-scale deflection).

874:8



- Further settings:

STEP TIME/s
Generator | Receiver CAL [11 AVRG [111]
0.3 0.1 OFF OFF
1 0.3 ON/OFF OFF
3 1 ON/OFF ON/OFF

The switching rate of the generator must be matched to the settling
time of the generated level and of the unit being tested, to the set-
t11ng time of the receiver, and perhaps to the time required for a
connected printer to print the results.

- Activate the function "TRACK" by depressing the pushbutton "STEP"
once. The Level Meter now waits for the first frequency.

The DC voltage present at the X-output [23] is proportionaTto the
frequency within the start and stop frequency limits.

Open C'iY’CU1t VO]tage at fSTART -e..o..novoo-co-aaoo.-oou-ooo. "'2.5 V
TSTOP -toon'cuon.-nnocuao.o.-oo.ooo-- +2-5V

fSTEP

Open circuit voltage per frequency step fSTEP =5V F —F
STOP START

The DC voltage present at the Y-output [22] is proportional to the me-
ter reading. The open circuit voltage for full-scale deflection is
+5 V.

SEARCH

The function "SEARCH" permits automatic searching for signals of un-
known frequencies which lie above a preset level threshold, such as
single interference lines or excessively high levels (hot tones) in

communications systems.

The level threshold is set in the analog mode with the measuring range
switch [9], normally in the 20 dB scale range. As the search stops
when the signal detector (LED C) Tights, the lower reaction threshold
of the signal detector must be taken into account for correct selec-
tion of the measuring range. The reaction threshold is as follows for
the various scales:
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1 dB scale: approximately -1.2 d8
20 dB scale: approximately -15 4B
80 dB scale: at approximately -40 dB (LED lights continuously)

Setting example for the level threshold:

Level values > -80 dB should be searched for in the 20 dB scale
range. Set the measuring range to (-80 +15) dB = -65 dB.

In the case of low input levels in the vicinity of the intrinsic
noise of the Level Meter, it is recommended to select a narrow band-
width. Otherwise single noise spikes could cause the signal detector
to react and block the search operation (see section 4.6.2.3).

Search operation is possible with the bandwidths 25 Hz to 3.1 kHz.
The search speed is matched optimally to the selected bandwidth, as
shown in the following table. When the 80 dB scale is switched in, the

search speed is lower.

Bandwidth 3.1 kHz | 1.74 kHz 400 Hz 25 Hz

Search speed | 1 MHz/s | 250 kHz/s i 20 kHz/s | 200 Hz/s

Calibration is carried out in accordance with the criteria specified
in section 4.5.

Two different operating modes can be selected, these are described in
more detail in sections 4.12.1 and 4.12.2.

SINGLE SEARCH (FULL RANGE) "SEARCH"

In this mode, the search function is executed over the whole fregquency
range, independent from the stored frequency limits fSTART and

fSTOP' It is recommended, particularly for slow search speeds (nar-
row bandwidths), that a starting frequency be set up by depressing
pushbutton "f" or “fSTART“ and entering the frequency via the key-
board [12]. After the level threshold has been set (see section 4,12),
the search is started by depressing one of the SEARCH directional
pushbuttons "F" . As soon as the signal detector (LED C) lights, the
search function stops. At the same time, the AFC [5] is switched on
(section 4.10) and tunes the Level Meter precisely to the single tone
or to a discrete spectral line at the meter input.
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The search can be restarted at any time by depressing one of the two
SEARCH directional pushbuttons "F".

[f the input signal is not present or if the measuring range is not
sensitive enough, the search function stops at the frequency band lim-
its. The search can be halted at any time by depressing one of the
pushbuttons "MHz", "kHz", "MAN".

CONTINUOUS SEARCH OPTIMUM

In position OPTimum of the SWEEPTIME changeover switch (171, the
search is carried out within the frequency limits specified with
fSTART and fSTOP' It is also possible to have the STMS periodical-

1y search for excessively high signal levels, with simultaneous evalu-
ation (printout of level and frequency with SPM-16, series B or la-
ter). This permits automatic system monitoring.

Settings on the SPM-16:

- Enter the start and stop frequencies (f f

sTART® TsTop) @S

described in section 4.4.3.2.
- Select analog mode
- Select the bandwidth and level threshold as described in section
4,12,
- Select the position "OPT" with changeover switch [171].
- Depress one of the pushbuttons “SWEEP"
"SWEEP" V/\/\ for periodic search
"SWEEP™ _//— for single search

Select the starting frequency fSTART or fSTOP'

The search can be halted at any time by one of the pushbuttons "MHz",
”kHZ”, "MAN".

A plotter can be connected to the X-Y outputs [22], [23] for recording
the interference lines.

In the Level Meter SPM-16, series B or later, an Auxiliary Device, a
printer interface, can be fitted, and which permits the connection of .
printers with V.24/V.28 interfaces. Thereupon, the level and frequency
values can be printed, followed by an automatic restart of the search
operation.
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SWEEP MODE

Sweep frequency measurements in the analog mode are permitted on test
objects having characteristics with extremely steep flanks. The excel-
lent synthesizer properties, like high spectral purity and phase con-
tinuity when the frequency changes, allow use of the sweep mode.
Figure 4-7 shows the configuration and interconnections of a sweep
frequency test set-up with the Generator Section PSS-16 and Display
Unit SG-2/SG-3. Operation and calibration of the Display Unit are de-
scribed in the description and operating manual for the SG-2/SG-3.

The frequency is set digitally with an increment which depends on the
sweep range and the deflection time. The microprocessor calculates the
increment, taking into account that the frequency is stepped every

60 us.

Graticule SGS-209 (309)

$6-2/56-3 | |[ 2 Inserts:
A4t~  SGV-21 Vertical amplifier
SGH-21 Horizontal amplifier
k143 SGR-21 Horizontal reference lines
SPM-16 [—1 (= SGR-22 Vertical reference lines
*

ESsI==1 =
PSS-16 ©° O") * BNC cables K 197

[]] 0o

Figure 4-7 Configuration and interconnections of the sweep

frequency measuring set-up (rear view)

SETTING UP THE SWEEP LIMITS

This depends on the application.

For wideband test objects, it is advantageous to enter
forarT = lower (upper) sweep Timit and

fSTOP = upper (lower) sweep limit

via the keyboard [12] (see section 4.4.1).
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For narrow band test objects,

fCENT = center frequency and

Jf = sweep width (foroo - fSTART)
are entered (see section 4.4.1).

Example: f = 10 MHz, Af = 10 kHz

CENT

Input: ”fCENT" 10 "MHz" "Af" 10 "kHz"

After depression of the pushbuttons "f " and "f ", the

START STOP
sweep limits (in this example 9.995 and 10.005 MHz) are displayed in

the frequency display D.

Note: A frequency appearing in the frequency display D and assigned
to the pushbutton "f" can be transferred to the memories for
the parameters in the input panel [71 if pushbutton "f" is held
down and one of the pushbuttons in panel [7] is depressed. A
typical application of this is measurement of the test objects
with extremely noticeable resonance points, as with with
crystal filters. (See also section 4.4.4). In this case the
SPM-16 is tuned continuously with pushbutton "MAN" to a maximum
level indication, and sweep frequency operation is then carried
out with center frequency and sweep width settings.

SWEEP SEQUENCE AND SWEEP TIME

The two pushbuttons "SWEEP" permit selection of
"SWEEP" \/A\/& periodic, triangular sweep
"SWEEP" _//— single sweep

If the pushbutton whose function is currently active is depressed mo-
mentarily during sweep frequency operation, the direction of sweep is
reversed.

Sweep Time

is the elapsed time for one sweep. It can be set in the range between
0.1 and 300 s with the SWEEP TIME switch [17].

In the case of single sweep operation, the starting frequency is se-
4 -~ 1 + u i 1 |

lected by depressing cne of the pushbuttons fSTART or fSTOP R

and the sweep is then started by depressing the pushbutton "SWEEP“_//T
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Checking the settling time of the test object can be carried out

either visually (the sweep-out and return traces of the swept curve
must coincide) or by depressing the pushbutton "SNEEP"\/\/«,In the
latter case, the deflection is stopped momentarily at regular inter-
vals. If the test object has not settled correctly, this results in a
staircase waveform of the sweep curve and the sweep time should be in-
creased. Depression of the sweep pushbutton is particularly advanta-
geous for slow sweep frequency measurements where the display unit
screen persistence is not sufficient.

MANUAL SWEEP

In the position "MAN" of the SWEEP TIME switch [171, with one of the
two “SWEEP" pushbuttons depressed, the frequency can be swept manually
within the 1imits set as specified in section 4.13.1, using the knob
[14]. The X-deflection voltage at output [23] is proportional to the
sweep-width and its maximum values are +2.5 V.

If the manual tuning knob is turned slowly, the frequency changes pro-
portionally; if the knob is turned rapidly, the frequency change is
accelerated non-proportionally. But the sweep limits are exactly

kept.

DISPLAY UNIT CONNECTION [42]

The Display Units SG-2 (screen size 120 mm x 85 mm) and SG-3 (screen
size 210 mm x 150 mm) from Wandel & Goltermann are suitable for dis-
play of a sweep freguency curve.

The Display Unit should be connected via a suitable cable (e.g. K 145,
see also Figure 4-7) to socket [42] on the rear side of the SPM-16. No
further cable connections are necessary.

The X- and the Y-signals for horizontal and vertical deflection of the
sweep curve are available at the Display Unit connector (see Figure
4-8 for pin assignments). The signals are equal to the DC voltages at
the Y-output [22] (see section 4.14) and X-output [23] (see section
4,15).

The Tevel values of the horizontal reference trace generated within
the Display Unit can be displayed on the SPM-16 with series B, via
connector [42]. Three horizontal reference lines (traces) can be set



Pin | Signal designation
S
4 Switch to reference trace voltage
T 5 e . H = pen up
(;\\;1 ) Pen 1ift function H % pen down
1 C
1 C X
I 9 X-deflection voitage
1 C
\j/:iJ 10 Y-deflection voltage
12 Measuring trace blanking
\\£§g/// 13 Y-reference trace voltage
14 Ground

Figure 4-8 Pin assignments of the Display Unit connector [42]

up in the Reference Trace Plug-in SGR-ZI for measuring the sweep
curve. The intensity of one trace can be increased with respect to
that of the other twe traces by depressing a pushbutton. At the same
time, the meter reading of the Level Meter is switched from the rec-
eived Tevel to the reference trace level. A black bar and the test
"REF.LIN." appear in the bottom left corner of the level display A.
The display mode should be taken into account as described in section
4.6.2, when reading the level value.

The pen 1ift control (SPM-16, series B or later) simplifies operation
of plotters connected to socket [42]. With suitably equipped plotters
with TTL-control (e.g. HP 7015 B), this function ensures that the pen
is lifted during setting up of the sweep conditions and is lowered
onto the paper only when a single sweep is initiated.

The pin assignments of connector [42] are shown in Figure 4-8.

4.14 DC (Y-) OUTPUT (221

A Y-deflection voltage which is proportional to the meter indication B
is available at output [22], for example for driving a p]otﬁer. The .
open circuit voltage is +5 V for full scale deflection of the analog
meter, with an internal resistance of 5 kQ. This DC voltage is also
available at the l4-pin socket [42] on the rear of the SPM-16 (see
section 4.13.4).
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DC (X=) OUTPUT [23]

The DC (X-) output [23] supplies a deflection voltage which is pro-
portional to the frequency within the frequency limits fSTART and
fSTOP’ for example for driving a plotter or a display unit.

Regardless of the selected range, the open circuit voltage is

at fSTART: 2.5V
at fSTOP 2.5V
with an output impedance of 5 kQ.

This DC voltage is also available at the 14-pin socket [42] on the
rear of the SPM-16 (see section 4.13.4).

10 kHz IF OUTPUT [43]

The last intermediate frequency (IF) of 10 kHz can be extracted at
the output socket [43] on the rear of the unit. This output is suit-
able, amongst other things, for connection of plotters with AC inputs
and of very selective analyzers.

The output frequency is always 10 kHz, even in wide-band mode.

At meter indication of 0 dB and with an output impedance of 600 Q,
the output Tevel is -10 dB when terminated with a 600 Q load.

REMOTE CONTROL OF THE LEVEL GEMERATORS PS-16 AND PSS-16 (TRACKING

GENERATOR QUTPUT)

The Level Meter SPM-16 can be combined with the above mentioned level
generators to form a complete level measuring set.

If the Generator and Receiver are used at the same location, their
frequencies can be tuned synchronously from the SPM-16. This operating
mode, in which the Level Meter controls the Level Generator, provides
considerable simplification of operations. For remote control of the
Generator from the SPM-16, the control output [44] of the SPM-16 is
connected by a coaxial cable to the control input of the Generator
Section PSS-16. (See Figure 4-7). When this connection is established, °
the two units operate synchronously.

Output [44] can also be used as a constant Tevel output for frequency
response measurements in frequency range 10 kHz to 160 MHz. The output
Tevel is -15 dBm, and the output impedance is 75 Q.



4.18 STANDARD FREQUENCY INPUT [51]

[f the specified freguency accuracy of the SPM-16 is not sufficient
for specific measuring tasks, an external standard frequency of 1, 2,
5, or 10 MHz can be connected to socket [51] on the rear of the unit
to achieve a smaller error in the tuned frequency. "

The necessary level with a sinusoidal input signal may lie between
-10 and +10 dBm; for square-wave signals, the voltage Vpp may lie
between 200 mV and 2 V (75 Q input impedance).

4.19 DIGITAL INTERFACE [401] [41]

The Level Meter SPM-16 includes a digital, device-specific interface
which is available externally via the two 24 pin parallel connection
sockets [40] and [41] on the rear of the unit. Additional external
devices can be connected to these sockets. The cable K 366 is suitable
for connection. Address (2), data (8), and control (3) signals are
transmitted across the interface.

4.20 COMPUTER CONTROL

A1l functions of the Level Meter SPM-16 can be controlled by an ex-
ternal controller. This makes it possible to include the Level Meter
in automatic measuring systems where it can handle comprehensive meas-
uring tasks not only accurately and reliably, but also rapidly and at
Tow costs. Figure 4-9 shows the configuration of a simple automatic
Tevel measuring system, which is capable of further extension.

Periphery
e

|
L 7 EC 825 1, 77 /// i |
10 kHz to 160 MHz 4 e —

/]
PSS-16 f—C=— >< =D sPH-16 Q///@
s=h \

Level Test object Level Meter Controller

Generator _
Figure 4-9 Block diagram of a simple automatic level

measuring system.

The computer control is connected via the optional Interface Bus
[EC 625) Card, BN 853/02, which is inserted into the rear of the
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level meter. Connection to systems with IEEE 488 interfaces requires
an additional adapter plug S 834. Subseauent 1nstallétion of the in-
terface board is described in chapter 6. The external control of the
SPM-16 is signalled by indication of the red LED above pushbutton
"LOCAL". As long as this LED is on, manual operation via keyboard in-
put is blocked.

It is possible to switch to manual control with the computer connec-
ted by depressing the pushbutton "LOCAL"; this is done in accordance
with conditions specified in the IEC bus standard (remote/local func-
tion RL1). Details of programming of the Level Meter can be found in
the separate manual "Remote control and programming of the SPM-16".

CR

il

e rupt Clear

Read Writ
Ilzill
>
£
g
A5
§
H
Qo
s

:

Ready  Addresses

R Motorola MC 68 488 v
3 - =
3 t
S
§ % {nterface logic ® ®
= k]
2 v v
: A S A e
= . .

Addrass | 77 Talker | Swows | o0

message | Byts Byte

7 output ports

}
£
Data

bus

fF @

Figure 4-10 Block diagram of the interface Bus <(IEC 625

INTERFACE BUS <(IEC 525)

Figure 4-10 shows the simplified block diagram of the Interface Bus

. For better understanding of the following description of
the Interface concept reference to the "Interface Bus (IEC 625)" Bro-
chure is recommended.

For the microprocessor, the Interface Bus {(IEC 525) is nothing more
than a group of input and output ports. Data are exchanged between the
IEC bus and the Level Meter via these ports, and the exchange is con-
trolled by the IEC bus program. The PROM's which contain this program
are not located on the interface board but are within the Level Me-
ter,

IEC-Bus



The actual interface logic is located in a single integrated circuit:
On the one side the interface is connected to the IEC Bus via the re-
quired driver and receiver circuits, and on the other side the comb
connector is connected for the I/0 Bus of the microprocessor within
the SPM-16. This interface logic handles a major part of the interface
tasks independently, i.e. without using the microprocessor of the Lev-
el Meter. It automatically handles for example the IEC bus handshake
cycle and decodes all messages which are transferred across the IEC
Bus.

The interface statuses resulting from these messages are written into
the appropriate input ports.

A further input port is used as a transfer register for listener da-
ta, representing data transferred from the IEC Bus to the Level Meter
as long as the Level Meter is addressed as a listener, for example,
when parameters for setting the SPM-16 are being transferred.

The output ports are used for:

- reception of control commands with which the microprocessor can af-
fect the behavior of the interface Togic (for example, in addition
to a wide range of other possibilities, it can stop the handshake
cycle or transmit a service request signal (SRQ) via the IEC Bus).

- transferring data which are to be transmitted from the Level Meter
to the IEC bus, e.g. talker data and status information.

Talker data are transmitted from the Level Meter to the IEC Bus as
Tong as the Level Meter is operating as a talker, for example when
the result of measurement is being transferred.

The status information is the Level Meter's response to a serial

poll and includes the current status.
The Level Meter address can be set up on an address switch (see

Fig. 6-2).

The “PP" switch (see Fig. 6-2) permits selection of the data circuit
to the IEC Bus on which the Level Meter is to transmit its Request
Service Signal (RQS) if the controller carries out a status request by

a parallel poll operation.
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INTERACTION BETWEEN THE LEVEL METER AND THE INTERFACE BUS (IEC 625

When the IEC Bus has reached a status in which operation by the inter-
nal microprocessor is necessary, the IEC Bus interface transmits an
interrupt signal to the Level Meter. As a result of this interrupt,
the microprocessor then executes the IEC Bus program. This is always
the case:

- if the Level Meter is to be switched from manual control (LOCAL) to
remote control or from remote control to manual control.

- if listener data was transmitted across the IEC Bus. The interface
Togic has then written this data into the transfer register for 1is-
tener data and stopped the handshake procedure. The handshake proce-
dure remains interrupted until the microprocessor reads this byte
(then NDAC transits to false i.e. data accepted). After processing
and storage of the Tistener data, NRFD is false i.e. device ready
for data can then be transmitted.

- if the Level Meter must provide a new talker byte. During writing of
the new talker byte into the appropriate output port, the handshake
procedure is started (DAV is true i.e. data are valid).

- if a measurement is to be initiated in the Level Meter by the IEC
Bus command "device trigger (GET = Group Execute Trigger)". The in-
terface lfogic has interrupted the handshake procedure and this pro-
cedure remains interrupted until the microprocessor has started the
measurement and again releases the handshake procedure (NDAC is
false and NRFD is false).

- if the Level Meter is to be set to a specified initial status by the
[EC Bus command "device clear (DCL or SDC = Selected Device Clear)".
Again, the interface logic interrupts the handshake cycle and it re-
mains interrupted until the microprocessor has set the Level Meter
to the initial state, when the handshake cycle is again released
(NDAC is false and NRFD is false).

IT the strap CLR is fitted on the interface board, the signal IFC
(Interface Clear) causes the Level Meter to be initialized. This per-
mits the Level Meter to be initialized at any time via the IEC Bus,
even in the case of a lock-up situation. (This is important for devi-
ces in unmanned stations where a lock-up situation resulting from ex-
ternal interference cannot be cleared by switching the a.c. line volt-
age off and on again).



4.20.1.2 Structure of the Interface Bus <(IEC 625) Program

Reasons for 1EC bus IEC bus
interrupt program

i

Interrogate current
interface status

v .

Remote control

local switching

IEC bus command
device clear

focal —remote?

remote —local?

Device clear?

Remote control
on

Remote control
off

Initialization
program

Interrupt

block keyboard

Interrupt
release keyboard

Set-up defined
initial status

\ 7
- Y Accept byte from
Listener byte . " Listener transfer register
waiting for transfer Listener-Byte? program (release HS)
L ] Process byte
Set "unit measuring”
. Start measuring
IEC bus command Trigger
. X Device Trigger? —— sequence
device frigger program Reset "unit measuring”
Set TSV
Edit byte
Talker byte is ' Talker-Byte? Talker > Write byte into
fo be presented program transfer register
(start HS)

Wait for next
interrupt
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BUS SPECIFICATION AND BUS PLUGS

Up to 15 devices can be interconnected in an IEC Bus compatible auto-
matic measuring system. The devices are connected in parallel via the
standard interface.

Each single device is connected to the Bus via a connection cable
with a maximum length of 2 m. The total length of the bus must not ex-
ceed 20 m. Greater lengths can be implemented by means of interposed

interface couplers (by a two-wire or four-wire connection) or modems.

The IS0 7-bit code or ASCII code is used on the interface and is
transmitted bit parallel and byte serial.

The pin assignments of the bus plug cn the Level Meter are shown in
Figure 4-11. The most important difference between the (IEC 625) and
the IEEE 488 interface is in the construction of the plug (IEC: 25 pin
Cannon plug; IEEE: 24 pin Amphenol piug) and in the pin assignments.
However, test equipment with IEC connections can be connected easily
to the controllers with IEEE interfaces by using the adapter plug

S 834 that is included with delivery of the interface board.

e J°L 2
& N =i ©
S’\ fed e
[a][e}:] G4 DIO 2
b7 e ST 202 pigLomeE ¥ 2
Onn = 4 - 8

aos e SE e BRiRE T OC
9 oillo EOI E0 " —f REN D
S 1w pC; DAV DAV —j#c 6 5
o Twisted | 7 NRFD  NRFD M. D
(3 together | 8 NDAG NDAC — g Twusted@

9 Py IFC - together
P © IFC 2%? - gobf-10 ©
ke a g g L2
D Twisted {11 iTh? CABLEH G &5 2
) together) 12 \'—\ CABLE SHIELD |
" | SHIELD
O

IEC connectorU IEEE connector
(piug) (socket)

Figure 4~11 Pin assignments of the Bus connector on the Level Meter.

PRINTER CONNECTION

A printer interface BN 905/02 can be fitted in Selective Level Meter
of series B and later for recording and documentation of the measured
results on a printer. The interface is installed on the rear of the

unit, instead of the Interface Bus <(IEC 625) card, as described in
chapter 6.



4.22

4.22.1

A1l printers with the CCITT v.24,v.28 interface can be Connected,
Wandel & Goltermann recommends connection of the printer

TREND 800 RO 8

from the supplementary program. The technical data and the versions
of this printer are available in a Separate specification sheet.

Initiation of j printer operation can be carried oyt manually with
pushbutton "LOCAL" o automatically after each Measurement. The oper-

[121. Further details can be found in the operating instructions for
the SPM-15, series B,

MEMORY FUNCTIONS "MEM*

A number of fixed frequencies and equipment settings can be stored

and recalled later with the blue pushbutton "MEM". This permits rapid
execution of measurements at frequently used frequencies and equipment
settings. If the Level Meter is switched off, or if the mains supply
fails, a built-in Ni-Cd battery provides the power supplied to the me-
mories, retaining the data for approximately 4 weeks. If it is neces-
sary to retain the parameters and data for longer periods, the EPROM
module BN 874/00.01 can be fitted (see section 4.23). This module is
programmed in accordance with the customer's specifications,

ADDRESS ORGANIZATION

Table 4-3 provides an overview of the addressable memory positions
(address and program numbers) and their contents. As can be seen from
this table, 100 fixed frequencies and 11 complete equipment settings
can be programmed as required. The parameters and data are stored in a
RAM and are not cleared when the unit is switched off (see section
4.22). They can be overwritten at any time with new entries,

In addition, a maximum of 100 further fixed frequencies and 40 equip-

cations in an EPROM (see section 4.23.1). Numerical inputs of 1000 or

greater are interpreted by the Level Meter as test program numbers for
special measuring or Operating modes, such as test programs, or opera-
ting programs for connected printers (series B or later).
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The built-in test programs 1isted in Table 4-4 are stored at the ad-

dress 115 or 119. After the appropriate address has been entered, the

currently stored program number appears in the Jevel display A as long

as pusnbutton "RCL" is depressed. When the pushbutton is released, the

Level Meter executes the stored test program.

The Level Meter can be switched back to a normal test program by de-

pressing one of the display pushbuttons (e.g. "ABS"),
Address Memory | Contents (data) Remarks
area
0 ... 99 RAM Fixed frequencies Freely programmabie

After bootstrapping
Toad™: 0 kHz.
Freely programmable

100 ... 110 | RAM Equipment settings After initial program

(set-ups) 1oad*: standard
set-up.
115 RAM Printer programs Input via program
119 RAM Internal test programs number as shown in
Table 4-4.

200 ... 299 | ROM Fixed frequencies Fixed, as specified by
customer.

300 ... 339 | ROM Equipment Set-ups Fixed, as specified by
customer.,

Table 4-3 Address Organization

Programm Memory | Contents

number area

5000 ... ROM Printer programs (see 4.2.1)

9001 RAM Standard Setup

9560 ROM Test program, dB calibration

9901 ROM Test program, dBm calibration

Table 4-4 Program Numbers

*) Note: The program number 9000 (bootstrap load) should be used only

when actually required (e.g. to clear the fixed frequency

RAM), because the "Standard Setup” clears the contents of




4.22.2

addresses 0 to 99 and loads the contents of addresses 100 to
110 as specified in section 3.6. If the power supply for the
RAM from the built-in Ni-Cd battery had been interrupted,
for example during repair, it is recommended that address
9000 be also recalled or the pushbutton T below the upper
case cover be depressed. (See section 3.6 and Figure 6-2).

If an attempt is made to store or recall fixed freguencies or equip-

ment settings at false addresses, an error number (e.g. 2--001 T false

address number) appears in the frequency display D. The meanings of

the error numbers are shown in Table 6-2.

THE FUNCTIONS STORE AND RECALL

Data and measuring parameters can be stored and recalled as required
with the two pushbuttons "STO" and "RCL" on control panel [12]. After
entry of the values, the following pushbuttons must be depressed:

Store:

Recall:

"MEM" address number "STO"

The LED above the pushbutton "MEM" blinks as long as the
function key "STO" is not depressed. An error number appears
if a false address is selected (see section 4.22.1).

“MEM" address number "RCL"

The LED above the pushbutton "MEM" blinks as long as the
function pushbutton "RCL" is nct depressed. An error number
appears if a false address is selected (see section 4.22.1).
After a successful recall, the MEM function remains active
and further addresses can be entered via the keyboard [12]
or the addresses can be stepped sequentially by depressing
the two directional pushbuttons L. Automatic stepping is
possible in the address ranges 0 to 99 and 200 to 299.

When the MEM function is active, the selected address number is dis-
played in the frequency display D as long as the pushbutton "RCL" is

depressed.
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4.22.3 STORING THE FIXED FREGUENCIES

Number: Up to 100 fixed fregquencies

Address range: 0 ... 99 (see Table 4-3).

- tnter the required frequency on the keyboard (see section 4.4.1).
- Depress "MEM" (LED must Tight).

- Enter the required address cn the keyboard [12]

- Depress "STO"

- Enter the next frequency.

[T it is necessary to enter a large number of fixed frequencies in
sequential addresses, remembering of the last address which was used
can be avoided by using a different input procedure, as described
below:

Enter first frequency - "MEM" - on - enter starting address - "STO" -
"MEM" on - Step 4r - "MEM" off -

Enter second frequency - "MEM" on - "ST0" - "MEM" on - Step 1T etc.

4.22.4 RECALLING ANY, SINGLE FIXED FREQUENCIES

from the address ranges 0 ... 99 and 200 ... 299

(with auxiliary device BN 874/00.01 only).

- Depress "MEM".

- Enter the required address (frequency) via the keyboard [121].

- Depress “RCL". The required fixed frequency appears in the fre-
quency display.

As the MEM function remains active, further fixed frequencies can be
recalled immediately simply by entering the address.

4.22.5 RECALLING A SEQUENCE OF FIXED FREQUENCIES

If measurements are to be carried out with several frequencies, which
are stored as sequential addresses in the RAM, settings can be simpli-
fied considerably by manual or automatic recall.

a) Manual recall
- Select the required starting address (freguency) as described in
Section 4.22.4.
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- The following fixed frequencies are then selected with the two
STEP pushbuttons 4p J5 . The function MEM remains active. The
corresponding address number is displayed if the pushbutton “RCL"
is depressed.

b) Automatic recall
In this mode, the start and stop addresses (frequencies) must be
specified. Measurement is then always carried out within the preset
Timits. This mode is used, for example, for selective end-to-end
line measurements (see section 4.11).

- Depress "MEM",

- Depr?ss "fSTART” and enter the start address on the keyboard
214,

- Depress “"RCL",

- Depress "fSTOP" and enter the stop address via the keyboard [12].

- Depress “RCL".

Set the STEP TIME with changeover switch [17].

Depress "STEP" twice (LED "AUTO" must Tight),

Measurements are now carried oyt cyclically between the start and

stop addresses. After each cycle, the STMS starts again at the start
address. Depending on the settings, the frequencies are stepped in as-
cending or descending order of addresses. If the a.c.line power is
interrupted and switched on again, the STMS switches back to the old
operating state.

Switching Off

of the automatic address stepping: depress a function pushbutton such
as "f" and depress pushbutton “MEM".

STORAGE GF EQUIPMENT SETTINGS (SET-UPS)

Number: up to 11 complete front panel set-ups.
Address range: 100 ... 110 (see Table 4-3)

1) If EPROM BN 874/00.01 (auxiliary device) is fitted, the error num-
ber 2--004 may be displayed at the transition from the ROM address
range to the RAM address range (or vice versa). This will disappear
as Soon as a stop address is entered.
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4.23

4-45

With the exception of the two functions®) AUTO STEP and TRACK, all
functions and parameters which can be selected on the front panel can
be stored. Storage and recall is carried out as described in section
4.22.2:

1

Input of the required parameters and data.
Depress “"MEM" (LED must light).
Select the required memory position (address) on the keyboard [12].

{

1

Depress "STO".

Enter the next eguipment setting.

RECALL OF EQUIPMENT SETTINGS (SET-UPS)

from the address ranges 100 ... 110 and 300 ... 339 {with Auxiliary
Device BN 874/0G.01) is carried out as described in section 4.22.2:
- Depress "MEM".

- Enter the required address (set-up) on keyboard [12].

- Depress "RCL".

As the MEM function remains active, further set-ups can be recalled
by simply entering the address or with the aid of the two STEP direc-

tion pushbuttons "L" (see section 4.22.5 a) (see a!so'remarksz)
under 4.22.6).

This facility has an interesting application for sweep freguency
measurements. With the aid of the STEP direction pushbuttons L, it is
possible to dispiay in consecutive order the overall selectivity and
the pass-band of a filter on the screen of a display unit.

FIXED VALUES MEMORY (AUXILIARY DEVICE) BN 874/00.01

The memory module permits the additional storage of up to 100 fixed
Trequencies and 40 complete front panel settings. The required fre-
quency values and equipment set-ups should be specified when ordering
auxiliary device BN 874/00.01 in order to avoid delivery delays (see
section 4.23.1).

2) AUTO STEP and TRACK functions are possible if, after recall of the
required set-up, the start and stop addresses are entered as des-
cribed in 4.22.5 b.



4.23.

FIXED FREQUENCIES AMND EQUIPMENT SET-UPS

The fixed frequencies and equipment set-ups specified by the customer
are permanently stored, as shown in Table 4-3, 1in

Address area 200 ... 299 for fixed frequencies
Address area 300 ... 339 for equipment settings.

They are recalled as described in section 4.22.2 to 4.22.7. If the
EPROM BN 874/00.01 is not fitted in the meter, an error number (e.q.
2--001 = false address number) would appear in the frequency display
D. The meanings of the error numbers are explained in chapter 6,

The ordering forms No. 5/798a for equipment settings (Part 1) and/or
No. 5/798b for fixed frequencies (Part II) must be filled out comple-
tely when ordering the EPROM. Figures 4-12 and 4-13 shows samples of
these ordering instructions; column 1 of the ordering instructions for
instrument setting contains an example of the entries.

If more than five equipment settings are required, further forms No.
5/798a should be used, and the pages of the form numbered sequential-
ly. Please enter all level and frequency values, even if they are not
always required.
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Aussteller bilte nur die stark umrangeten Felder volistandig ausfitlen Please il out completely within thickly drawn frames

Al - : o Blat

SPM 16 Bestellvorschrift Ne Sheet

Option BN 874/00.01 Ordering Instructions N
Teil | / Part i: Gerateeinstelungen / Instrument settings Kunde / Customer \ Bestell-Nr. / Order No.

i
SPM-16. Nr.: AB: ;
geprift: erstelit (Datumy) ‘
checked: compieted (date) T i
Festirequenzen / Fixed Frequencies (Teil I/ Part i) ja/yes O nein/no O

Gewlinschte Einstellungen und Zahlenwerte @ eintragen. Mit Adre8nummer 300 beginnen {(Max. bis Adresse 339); bei >5 Setups weitere Vordrucke verwenden.
Enter wanted settings and numerical vatues. Begin with address No. 300 (Max. to address 339); with >5 Setups, use another printed form.

Beispiel /

Adresse / Address No. Example

Disptay: Abs [0]. Ref (1]

(Abs-Ref) 18] D I:J D

d8mo [3]. dBr

]

U

Mode: Digitai
(Scale) Analog 1 dB[0]
20dB (4], 80¢B (2} D D D D D
@ (8]
Averaging: On (1], Of [0] [© D D D D D
Auto Cal: On [0], Off [1] D D [:] D D
Bandwidth: Wide [G]
] B @
Sel. 25, 400,1740, 3100 Hz, 48 kHz L__] D D D D
Demod: [ﬁ @. 4]
Phase Jitter ® @

AFG:  On[7). Off

Contin: Man Fine (0], Coarse[1]
seacn T B 4 @
sweep w5 _— (6] |
Rate/s ® 03

u u
Man? (@  Opt*[g] 0 ] ] ]
‘ |
| |

L]

. v -y
Ref-Wert/ Valug ] o lo o!o o]o | | ‘ | l ! l | l
i P [
dBr-Wert/ Value Ve 0{00!0f }o \ { !o {0 : 0] | lo
; i i : { |
MeBbereich / Meas. Range . —!o 1o 0!0 j olo] || | ‘Yolo i olo] | olof | olo
MHz kHz Hz MHz kHz : Hz MHz *Hz i Hz MHz kHz Hz MHz kHz Hz MHz kH2 Mz
! , cla B e i Pt . |
Frequenz/ Frequency { [ ; I 112i3 4isi6 ! \} ; ’ ! f E ; i r ! i ]‘ ! } | { | I . Pl
. ! S i ! ! i I i
fsTaRT o §|1]2;34;551‘ P ! j: I' L ; al I Il |1 “ ! Ii
! ! ! i . | | !
fstop & ® i]smigooo' H | ;‘ ki\ . " g i ‘I b[ L 11‘ f
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4.24 MEASURING ACCESSORIES

4.24.1 TEST PROBE TK-11

The Test Probe TK-11 is designed for high impedance and low capaci-
tance extraction of the test signal from test objects with coaxial
connections. The Test Probe is connected to input socket [19] (meas-
ured signal) and the test probe socket [181 (power supply).

As soon as a plug is inserted in socket [181, the 10 dB insertion
loss of the Test Probe is compensated by a corresponding sensitivity
increase within the Level Meter.

In the most sensitive measuring range of -120 dB or -110 dBm (analog
mode), the range indication switches to -110 dB or -100 dBm.

Figure 4-14 Test Probe TK-11

The test prod shown in Figure 4-14 can be replaced by a coaxial socket
element S 222 of the Versacon(:>9 system.

Adapters for all common connection systems can then be screwed into
this element. User of the Versacon element increases the input capaci-
tance of 3.5 pF specified in section 1.11.1 by a value which varies
according to the type of connector.

The maximum permissible input level of the TK-11 is +10 dBm or +2 dB;
any superimposed DC voltage must not exceed 50 V.
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4.24.3

4.24.3.1

ADAPTER FEDA-1 (75 /50 Q)

The internal impedance of the generator output or the input impedance
of the receiver input can be matched to an impedance of 50 O with the
adapters 75 Q/50 Q. The available socket adapters are Tisted in sec-
tion 1.12.3.

It a 75 Q cable is used as a test lead, then the adapter should be
inserted at the end close to the object being tested (see Figure
4-15). If a 50 Q cable is used, it should be fitted on the leve] meter
inside.

75Q 75

3 He Tes’(object_c 75_{ 758 H SPM-16 |

PS-16 € 50 Z=50¢0 50

\\—-7SQ/SOQ adapters —~——//

Figure 4-15 Measuring at an impedance of 50 Q.

When setting up the generator output Tevel or when reading the Tevel
indicated on the receiver, the attenuation (2 x 6 dB) of the adapter
must be taken into account. With the combination PS-16/SPM-16, this
can be done very easily by transferring the attenuation value to the
memory for the reference level (dBr) (see sections 4.6.1.2, 4.6.1.3).
The error limits of the level generator and level meter listed in the
specifications may be increased by attenuation and frequency response
errors and by the reflection factor of the adapter.

REFLECTION AND SIGNAL BALANCE RATIO MEASUREMENTS
Various measuring adapters are available for these measurements:

Reflection measuring unit RFZ-5, 10 kHz to 36 MHz (see description
and operating instructions, RFZ-5).

Reflection factor measuring bridge RFZ-14, 100 kHz to 100 MHz.

Reflection Loss Measuring Adapter RFZ-14

The measuring bridge RFZ-14 permits measurement and sweeping of the
frequency dependent reflection Toss on CF transmission systems or
single modules. Together with a generator (PS-16/PSS-16) and receiver
(SPM-16) such measurements can be carried out in the frequency range
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100 kHz to 100 MHz. The reference impedancer is 75 Q. The interchange-
able socket inserts can be adapted to all common connection systems
(see also chapter 6).

Level generator Level meter

-] RFZ-14 LG

Zx

|

Test object

PS-16 G D~{ SPM-16

874 15

Figure 4-16 Connection of the measuring bridge RFZ-14 to the level

measuring Set-up.

The measuring adapter is connected to the generator output and the re-
ceiver input with 75 Q cabies, as shown in Figure 4-16. The generator
output Tevel should be as high as possible, but should not exceed the
maximum permissible level at the input to the object being tested by
more than 6 dB (overload limit).

The test configuration is calibrated at the required test frequency
or, in the case of sweep operation, within the sweep range. For this
purpose, the bridge must be disconnected from the object to be tested,
resulting in a reflection factor r = 1 or a reflection loss a. =

0 dB. The vcltage-linear display is selected on the level meter SPM-16
with the pushbutton "20 dB". If major variations of the reflection
loss are to be expected, for example in sweep mode, then the level-1i-
near 80 dB display is better. The value displayed on the meter B cor-
responds to the reflection loss a, = 0 dB. It is recommended to ad-
Jjust this value to 0 dB on the meter scale by changing the measuring
range setting [9] on the SPM-16 and the output level of the genera-
tor.

After connection of the object to be tested, its reflection loss re-
sults in a different level from that previocusiy displayed. The measur-
ing bridge is connected directly to the object to be tested in order
to avoid additional measuring errors resulting from long cables, pos-
sibly with inaccurate characteristic impedances (75 Q).



4.24.4

Example:

Indicated level on receiver for calibration and after

correction of the generator level (reference value) vvev.... -20 dBm

Indicated level with object to be tested
connected to RFZ-14 (measured value) vveeseeeveevennsnnnn.. 46 dBm

Reflection loss (reference value minus measured value ........ 26 dB

Corresponding reflection factor L . 4

REO-50 AND RE0-56 MATCHING TRANSFORMERS

For simultaneous connection of the SPM-16 level meter and another re-
ceiver (e.g. REB-56 wide band levelmeter or RE-5 white noise receiver
in the RK-5 white noise measuring set-up) matching transformers RE(-50
and RE0-56 are provided at a system point (see Fig. 4-17). They are
both transforming dividers with bridging-type input and two outputs
decoupled from one another and from the input whose level is 20 dB be-

r—-
Z=75Q | RE- 5-:
I——@ — 0—7\ {-————— 'REB 56
T

orsmMQr

e Lo—J

>

REU-50/56

2275 Z2=75Q
£ —_—
R e
P

i

r—_

j RE-S -? ?--

REB-56 —me= _}-J:;?Q—(—- )4 SPM-16
:_o-r similorj p-20dB p-20dB

REU-50/56

Fig. 4-17 Application of REQ-50 and RE(-56 matching transf.
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4.24.

4-54

fow the input level. The REU-50 operates in a frequency range between
50 kHz and 14 MHz and the RE0-56 in one from 300 kHz to 60 MHz.

The two transformers are aiso suitable on account of their bridging-
type input for setting decoupled measuring points on systems in opera-

tion.

TWO-WAY DIVIDER REV-56

Another alternative for connecting the SPM-16 level meter and ancther
measuring device with a 75 Q input at a system point is provided by
the REV-56 two-way distributor (see Fig. 4-18). It consists exclu-
sively of resistive components and, therefore, has very wide band
application. The attenuation between its three connections is 10 dB in
each case. If an output is not in use it should be terminated with a

75 @ resistance.

Z=759
N 1 I
I'_—@; — A

p -
Y

r—_ﬂ
i RE-5

- pa— = -1
|RE§ 56 > -G )-{ SPM-16
LfrgnMatj p-10dB p-10dB

REV-56

Fig. 4-18 Possible connection using the REV-56 two-way distributor
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MEASURING NOTES

SELECTIVITY CURVES OF THE LEVEL METER

Figures 5-1 and 5-2 show the overall selectivity of the Level Meter
for the selectable bandwidths 3.1 kHz, 1.74 kHz, 400 Hz and 25 Hz.
These figures show typical selectivity curves of a standard production
instrument.

70 =
dB
400 Hz\r 1,74 kHz

60

3

3kHz
S0

40

30

. \

874 :18

-4 -2 0 +2 +4  kHz

YA] SE—

Figure 5-1 Typical selectivity curves for the bandwidths
400 Hz, 1.74 kHz, and 3.1 kHz.
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Figure 5-2 Typical selectivity curve of the Level Meter
with 25 Hz bandwith.
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5.2

MEASUREMENT OF HIGH ATTENUATION VALUES

In the case of level measurements on two port networks with high at-
tenuation values, a high return impedance ZS between the generator
and receiver of the measuring set-up is necessary (see Figure 5-3).
the return impedance is not infinitely large, the voltage drops acro
the ground line resistances ry and rs of the test cables used

cause additicnal measuring errors. In order to keep these small, Zs
must be large with respect to r and ro for practical applica-
tions. In the SPM-16, a high return impedance was achieved through
decoupling the ground of the measuring circuit from the chassis grou
by a coaxial choke.

The effects of the above-menticned resistances on the still measur-
able attenuation are described in the following section.

The object to be tested is a two port network with an infinitely
large attenuation. Zs is the return impedance, r and r, are the
unavoidable ground conductor impedancesl), which can also be complex
Just like Zs' The voltage drop resulting from the generator current
through ry causes a voltage to exist between the chassis of the ge-
nerator and the receiver.

[f the return impedance ZS is finite, a signal current flows
through o, causing a signal voltage at the receiver input and simu-
Tating a finite attenuation of the object being tested.

1) r and r, are often called "transfer impedances" in coaxial
cables, plugs, etc., and are defined as follows:
Transfer impedance =

Voltage drop on the outside of the outer conductor

Current on the inside of the outer conductor
Transfer impedance =

Voltage drop on the inside of the outer conductor

Current on the outside of the outer conductor

If
ss

nd
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5-4

A simple calculation, assuming that rs and r, are small with re-

spect to Zout’ L. , I and ZS, ShOWS

in
I T
v 7 + 7 L L. + 7
0 out S in
In the case where 7 = 7. =7, the image attenuation is
out in
V
a =20 dB - 10g—i1————
Z2 - V2
2 7+ ZS
= 20 dB - 109-—?:—7—F5——

For a maximum measuring error of 0.01 dB, for example, this attenua-
tion must be aporoximately 60 dB (approximately 40 dB for 0.1 dB)
greater than the attenuation to be measured if the worst case is as-
sumed for the phase angle between the measured voltage and the error
voltage.

The return impedance ZS is approximately 40 @, starting at 300 kHz.

If ry and ro are assumed to be at 10 m each - this is the value

of the transfer impedance of a good, double-screened coaxial cable
with a length of 50 cm - then the image attenuation with Z = 75 Q and
ZS = 40 Q for the configuration shown in Figure 5-3 is 156 dB.

With a measurable attenuation of, for example, 96 dB with a Test Set-
up PS-16/SPM-16, the value of 156 dB calculated under the above
assumptions leads to a maximum additional error of .01 dB.

PS-16(PSS-16)

Figure 5-3
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MEASUREMENTS OF IMPULSIVE NOISE AND INTERRUPTIONS

Measurement of the parameters phase jitter, impulsive noise, and in-
terruptions are becoming more and more important for assessing the
transmission quality of telephone lines for data communications. Im-
pulsive noise and interruptions cannot be measured directly with the
SPM-16, but it can be used together with the demodulator for conver-
sion of single voice channels or measured signals from the CF fre-
quencies to the AF range. In order to avoid measuring errors, particu-
lar atteniion was paid to ensuring that the modules which participate
in conversion into the speech channel have, as closely as possible,
the characteristics of CF channel converters. For this reason, the
Level Meter alsc has the bandwidth of 3.1 kHz, which corresponds to
that of a telephone channel. For faithful reproduction of the voice
channel, the Level Meter must be tuned to the center of the CF chan-
nel. The demodulator output is characterised by a wide dynamic range,
which is necessary for impulsive noise measurement (see section 4.8).

The two performance characteristics mentioned above can be measured
with external devices {e.g. DLM-3). For interrupticn measurements, the
converted 2 kHz signai can be extracted at the demodulator output if
the SPM-156 is tuned to the carrier frequency measuring tone. Due to
the excellient level and frequency stability of the Level Meter, long-
term measurements can also be carried out.

PSOPHOMETRIC WEIGHTING OF NOISE VOLTAGES

It is a well-knewn fact that the sensitivity of the human ear is fre-
quency dependent. For objective simulation of this property the pso-
phometric filter is used to simulate this freguency response, inclu-
ding the transmission characteristics of the handset (Figure 5-4).
This permits correct weighting of the noise existing in telephone
channels.

If, however, the noise within a telephone channel is "white", which
may be assumed in the case of CF transmission, the psophometric filter
can also be replaced by a flat band-pass filter which has the same ef-
fective bandwidth (see Figure 5-5). The Level Meter is equipped with
the bandwidth of 1.74 kHz for this purpose.
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Figure 5-4 Psophometric curve
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Figure 5-5 Selectivity curve and effective noise bandwidth.

The SPM-16 uses a true rms value meter, calibrated so that the indi-
cation for the rms value of a sinusoidal voltage is practically equal
to the effective value of the white noise.

The drive levels for the complete signal path, including the recti-
fier circuit, are selected so that precise noise measurements are pos-
sible (crest factor 12 dB).



5.5

AUTOMATIC DRIVE LEVEL MONITORING

In order to increase the measuring accuracy, some modern level meters
nave facilities for the operator to select either of the modes low
noise or low distortion. With the aid of this control, the gain in the
wide-band input stage preceding the first mixer and in the intermedi-
ate frequency section after the last conversion can be varied in a
specific ratio, while maintaining the same overall gain. However, this
solution is a compromise and can cause confusion and errors if the
signals are unknown. The Level Meter SPM-16 with its built-in micro-
computer offers an optimum solution to this problem, as it automati-
cally selects the most favorable instrument drive signal levels as a
function of the wide-band loading present at the test input. To do
this, the wide-band gain is increased step-by-step and the micropro-
cessor checks the IF level for non-linear components. As soon as these
are detected, the wide-band gain is reduced by one step, so that there
is again a linear relationship between the input and output levels.
This principle ensures that incorrect settings are not possible and
always guarantees the highest possible measuring accuracy.
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LONAL TESTING, MAINTENANCE, AND
ELL

M I ANEOUS

w

The following information is provided to permit correct function of
the Level Meter SPM-16 to be checked. This permits the user to deter-
mine whether the unit has any major defects (such as could result from
transport damage). A test of all functions is carried out as described
in section 6.1 when the SPM-16 is switched on for the first time. A
functional test of the most important modules (in hardware self-test)
can be carried out as described in section 6.5.2.

FUNCTIONAL TEST WHEN SWITCHING ON FOR THE FIRST TIME

The functional test is carried out when the SPM-16 is switched on for
the first time. The cable connections shown in Figures 3-3 and 6-1
must be provided for this test. The test is carried out in the sequen-
ce specified in Table 6-1, Pages 6-2 and following.

1=10 MHz

Y]

Level meter

Demod. Y
O O C o 0 Q0 O 00
(4
T :
~EON
Digital ACV
voltmeter DCv 3

Figure 6-1 Test configuration for the functional test



ACTICN

Pushbutton or setting

REACTION

Level of freguency display, LED

MEM, 9001, kHz

Unit set to standard set-up: f = 100.000 kHz, ABS,
ANLG, 20 dB scale, bandwidth 3.1 kHz (the stan-
dard set-up is also transferred to the memories
for front panel settings, addresses 100- 110).

AUTO CAL Red LED lights above AUTO CAL

f = 10234 kHz Frequency display: 10.234.000 kHz

f =6.78 MHz £.780.000 kHz
CLR 0

fSTEP 1.000 kHz

fSTART = 8 MHz 8.000.000 kHz

forop = 12 MHz 12.000.000 kHz

fCENT 10.000.000 kHz

Af 4.000.000 kHz

MAN LED "FINE" Tights

Turn knob [14] Frequency change in 1 Hz steps

MAN LED "COARSE™ Tights

Turn knob [14]

Frequency changes in 100 Hz steps

f = 10 kHz Frequency display: 10.000 kHz
4 STEP 11.000 kHz
dL SsTEP 10.000 kHz
STEP LED "TRACK Tights
STEP LED "AUTO" lights. Frequency steps by 1 kHz per

second.

SWEEP /7
SWEEP A\

Freguency sweeps from 8 MHz to 12 MHz or vice
versa.

Units sweeps between 8 MHz and 12 MHz

fsrop N
Search <~
; A
TSTART U
Search

Frequency search
stop at 10 MHz.

Freguency search

towards lower frequencies and

towards higher frequencies
and stop at 10 MHz.

Switch [17] to OPT

AL EVAVA

19

o

Frequency search between
at 10 MHz.

Restart by depressing the pushbutton "SWEEP"

and 12 MHz and stop

(@3]

Table 6-1

™o

Seguence




ACTION

Select all positions
with switch [17]

REACTIGN

Corresponding LED Tights.

f = 9.9985 MHz
AFC

AFC
AUTO CAL

9.998.500 kHz
10.000.000 kHz
Signal detector lights.

LED alongside AFC is switched off.
Red LED is extinguished

Frequency display:

Depress pushbuttons ABS
and REF simultaneously

(ABS-REF)

Level display: approx. -2 dBm/-12 dB
Level display: 0 dB, meter: O dB

80 dB scale

Level display: O dB, meter: 0 dB
LED on 80 dB scale of meter lights.

20 dB scale

LED on 20 dB scale of meter lights.

1 dB scale

LED on 1 dB scale of meter lights
Meter indication: 0 dB

Select bandwidth 1.74 kHz,

400 Hz; 25 Hz and WIDE

Corresponding LED 1lights.

Meter indication: O dB (WIDE: O dB + 0.1 dB)

Position [lm Indication: 0 dB
2-kHz-tone audible (if necessary, adjust
volume [201)
¢p-p LED on O-scale of meter lights.

Indication approx. 0.3°

Bandwidth 3.1 kHz

20 dB scale

Depress pushbuttons ABS
and REF simultaneously
(ABS-REF)

Select measuring range
20 dB with switch [9]

Indication 0 dB

Meter indication: -20 dB

AUTO SET

Meter indication: -5 dB‘
Measured level: (5-5) dB = 0 dR

Table 6-1

Sequence

of functional test (continued)
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ACTION REACTION

DGTL Level indication: 0.0 dB
AVRG Level indication: 0.00 dB (+0.02 dB)
REF Level indication: approx. -2 dBm/-12 dB(reference
level)
dBr Level indication: +0.0 dBr (relative level)
dBr LED alongside KEYBOARD ENTRY Tights
Enter the previously dis- The Tevel indication is entered with a

played reference level (REF)| resclution of 0.1 dB.
as a relative level via [12]

Terminate the input with Entered level is displayed in dBr

pushbutton -dBr or +dBr LED alongside KEYBOARD ENTRY is switched off.
(+/- according to refer-
ence level)

dBm0 Level indication: 0.00 dBmO/dBO +0.1 dB
(related level)

Connect digital veltmeter (ACY) to demodulator output [21]

Switch demodulator [Im on. AC veltage at output: approx. 1.5V

Connect digital voltmeter (DCV) to Y-output [22]

Depress ABS and REF simul-
taneously (ABS-REF), ANLG

Adjust range switch [9] DC veltage at Y-output: 4 V + 50 mV
for 0 dB indication on
meter

Connect digital veltmeter (DCV) to X-output [23]

DC voltage at X-output: -2.5 V + 50 mV

|+

fsTaRT

forge DC voltage at X-output: +2.5 V + 50 mV

Table 6-1 Sequence of functional test (continued)

Further tests are carried out as described in sections 6.1.1 to 6.1.3.

[@xt
i
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6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

CHECKING THE INTERNAL NOISE

Settings on the SPM-16:

- Coaxiai input [19] has no test siagnal applied

- Select digital mode with pushbutton "DGTL" and display of the abso-
Tute Tevel with pushbutton "ABS".

- Select bandwidth 3.1 kHz with changeover switch [16].

- Tune the Level Meter to 2 MHz with keyboard [12] (see section
4.4.1).

Maximum measured values:

for bandwidth 3.1 kHz Noise level -127 dB (-118 dBm)
for bandwidth 1.74 kHz Noise level -129 dB (-120 dBm)
for bandwidth 400 Hz Moise level -135 dB (-126 dBm)
for bandwidth 25 Hz Noise level -139 dB (-130 dBm)

CHECKING THE RECEIVER SELECTIVITY

Settings on the SPM-16:

As in section 6.1, but

- Enter frequency f = 10 MHz via keyboard [12] (see section 4.4.1).

- Connect the 10 MHz standard frequency (socket [50] on rear of unit)
to test input [19].

- Depress pushbuttons "ABS"and "REF" simultaneously.

- Depress pushbutton "ABS-REF"; indication is 0.0 d8.

- Depress pushbutton "fSTEP" and enter 2 kHz on keyboard [12] (see
section 4.4.1).

- Depress pushbutton "f"; indication is 10 MHz.

- Change the tuned frequency up or down by one step (% 12 kHz) with
pushbutton "STEP" 47 or JL and read the Jevel display.

Attenuation compared with the reference value Z45 dB. These values
are also true for the 1.74 kHz and 400 Hz bandwidth. For the 25 kHz
bandwidth, the attenuation must stay Z 60 dB. at an offset f
1250 Hz from the center of the band (10 MHz}.

STEP ~

FUNCTIONAL TEST OF THE CALIBRATED ATTENUATOR

- Generator output [44] -15 dBm, connected to rear panel Receiver
input [191.
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6.1.4

6.2

6-6

- Settings on SPM-16: "ABS, ANLG", 80 dB scale range, "AUTO CAL OFF"
(red LED illuminates), [m (Demod.) (in this position only the WIDE-
BAND gain changes),

f =10 MHz

- Switch through measuring range with switch [91 in 5 dB steps from
+30l) to -20 dBm (420 to -30 dB), and check analog meter to deter-
mine whether or not the reading changes in 5 dB steps from -45 to
>+2 dB (-44 to >+2 dB).

If a 20 dB attenuator is connected ahead of the Receiver input [191],
then the calibrated attenuator can also be tested in the measuring
ranges, -25 and -30 dBm (-35 and -40 dB). In the measuring range +30
to -30 dBm (+20 to -40dB) the level reading changes from -65 to -5 dB
(-64 to -4 dB).

FUNCTIONAL TEST OF THE TEST PROBE CONNECTOR [18]

This test is carried out without a test signal at the inputs.

- Select digital mode with pushbutton "DGTL" and absolute level
display with pushbutton "ABS" .

- Note the displayed absolute level.

- Connect the power supply cable of the Test Probe TK-11 to socket
[18] and read the indicated level. The digital display is corrected
by +10 dB. .

The same result can be achieved if ground potential is connected to
socket [18].

FUNCTIONAL TESTS OF IMPORTANT MODULES (HARDWARE SELF-TEST)

A functional test of the most important modules (hardware self-test)

can be executed by recalling program number 9003. No external connec-

tions are required for this purpose. The internal calibration signal
is the signal source.

Sequence:

Depress the following pushbuttons:

AS7ER. qooe v

“MEM" 9001  "RCL"  (only A Series)
“MEM*" 9003 "RCL™

Max. tolerable level, external signal of +25 dBm/+16 dB
).

T
(AC plus DC components, see also para. 4.3



If the test is successful, the message 1----- appears on the frequency
display. The Level Meter can then be switched back from the test pro-
gram to the measuring program via 9001 "RCL". In the case of a fault,
a fault number (e.g. 1--003) appears in the frequency display; these
fault numbers are explained in Table 6-2.'Repairs should be carried
out only by trained personnel. If it is not possible to repair the de-
fective module, which means that the SPM-16 has to be sent into the
factory for repair, it is recommended that you also specify the fault
number which occurred.

An RAM/ROM test is carried cut automatically by the Level Meter when
power is switched on (see section 3.5). The meanings of the fault num-
bers for this test are also shown in Table 6-2.

CLASS O FAULT IN CONTROL SECTION (NOT VIA IEC BUS)
O NO FAULT, INDICATION OF TEST EXECUTION

0--1-L RAM FAULT ON DO...D3
THE ADDRESS IS SHOWN IN THE LEVEL DISPLAY

0--1H- RAM FAULT ON D4...D7
THE ADDRESS IS SHOWN IN THE LEVEL DISPLAY

0--1HL RAM FAULT ON DO...D3 AND ON D4...D7
THE ADDRESS IS SHOWN IN THE LEVEL DISPLAY

0--200  ROM FAULT
THE ADDRESS IS DISPLAYED IN HEX WITH THE FOLLOWING
CODES:
L FOR A
H FOR B
P FOR C
A FOR D
- FOR E
(BLANK) FOR F

Table 6-2 Overview of fault numbers in the SPM-16
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1--001

1--002

1--003

1--004

CLASS I:

HARDWARE SELF-TEST

INDICATION: 9003 SELF-TEST RUNNING
INDICATION: 1----- SELF-TEST IS COMPLETE AND NO FAULT WAS
DETECTED IN THE LEVEL MEASURING SECTION.

TEST GROUP 00X

FUNCTIONS: GENERAL MODULE TEST

THE TEST SIGNAL IS THE CALIBRATION LEVEL

FAULT MESSAGES:

CALIBRATION LEVEL AT WIDE-BAND DETECTOR TOO LOW

POSSIBLE SOURCES OF FAULT:

CONTROL FREQUENCY NOT CONNECTED; CALIBRATION LEVEL TOO
LOW
PREAMPLIFIER 1 or 2

WIDEBAND DETECTOR

CALIBRATION LEVEL AT WIDE-BAND DETECTOR TOO HIGH
CALIBRATION LEVEL TOO HIGH; PREAMPLIFIER 1 or 2
WIDEBAND DETECTOR, 10 kHz SIGNAL DERIVED FROM

40 MHz GENERATOR IS MISSING

LEVEL AT SIGNAL DETECTOR TCO LOW.
MEASUREMENT MODE: WIDEBAND

POSSIBLE SCURCES OF FAULT:

10 kHz BANDPASS FILTER, IF AMPLIFIER

LEVEL AT ANALOG-DIGITAL CONVERTER (ADC) TOO LOW.
MEASUREMENT MODE: WIDEBAND

POSSIBLE SOURCES OF FAULT:

INACCURATE CALIBRATION LEVEL, PREAMPLIFIER 1 or 2
WIDEBAND DETECTOR; 10 kHz BANDPASS FILTER,

IF AMPLIFIER, DETECTOR, ADC

Table 6-2 Overview of fault numbers in the SPM-16 (continued)
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1--005 LEVEL ON ANALOG-DIGITAL CONVIRTER (ADC) TOO HIGH
MEASUREMENT MODE: WIDUBAND
POSSIBLE SOQURCES OF FAULT: AS UNDIR 1--004

1--006 LEVEL ON SIGNAL DETECTOR TOO LOW
MEASUREMENT MODE: SELECTIVE (400 Hz)
POSSIBLE SOURCES OF FAULT:
220, 180, or 40.01 MHz OSCILLATOR UNLOCKED
MIXER 1, 2, or 3; 40 MHz or 10 kHz BANDPASS FILTER

1--007 LEVEL ON ANALOG-DIGITAL CONVERTER (ADC) TOO LOW
MEASUREMENT MODE: SELECTIVE (400 Hz)
POSSIBLE SOURCES OF FAULT:
220, 180, or 40.01 MHz OSCILLATOR UNLOCKED
MIXER 1, 2, or 3; 40 MHz or 10 kHz BANDPASS FILTER

1--008 LEVEL ON ANALOG-DIGITAL CONVERTER (ADC) TOO HIGH
MEASUREMENT MODE: SELECTIVE (400 Hz)
POSSIBLE SOURCES OF FAULT:
MIXER 1, 2, or 3; 40 MHz or 10 kHz BANDPASS FILTER

TEST GROUP O1X:
FUNCTION: TEST FOR INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE
MEASUREMENT MODE: WIDEBAND

FAULT ANNUNCIATION:

1-011 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 10 kHz
1-012 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 1 MHz
1-013 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 30 MHz
1-014 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 60 MHz
1-015 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 110 MHz
1-016 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 160 MHz

POSSIBLE SOURCES OF FAULT: .
VARIATION OF CALIBRATION SIGNAL WITH FREQUENCY
PREAMPLIFIER 1 or 2, WIDEBAND DETECTOR

TEST GROUP 02X:
FUNCTION: TEST FOR INTOLERABLE DEVIATi.% FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE
MEASUREMENT MODE: SELECTIVE

FAULT ANNUNCIATION:

1--021 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 10 kHz
1--022 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 1 MHz
1--023 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 30 MHz
1--024 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 60 MHz
1--025 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 110 MHz
1--026 INTOLERABLE DEVIATION FROM FREQUENCY RESPONSE AT 160 MHz

POSSIBLE SOURCES OF FAULT:
VARIATION OF CALIBRATION SIGNAL WITH FREQUENCY
PREAMPLIFIER 1 or 2, MIXER 1

Table 6-2 ({continued)




TEST GROUP 10X:

FUNCTION: TEST OF SYNTHESIZER (ADDER)
FAULT ANNUNCIATION:

1--101 FALSE RESULT FROM ADDITION
1--102 ADDER COUNT INCOMPLETE

1--103 ADDER SIGNAL "DAC" REMAINS LOW
1--104 ADDER SIGNAL "DAC" REMAINS HIGH
1--105 ADDER DOES NOT BEGIN TO ADD

CLASS 2:  OPPERATOR ERRORS

2--001 FALSE ADDRESS NUMBER

2--002 ROM ADDRESS: “STORE" NOT POSSIBLE
(FIXED FREQUENCY OR SET-UP FROM EPROM)

2--003 ADDRESS CAN BE USED ONLY WITH “RECALL"
(TO RECALL PRINTER, AND TEST PROGRAMS)

2--004 START AND STOP ADDRESSES ARE IN DIFFERENT RANGES (BOTH
(MUST LIE EITHER BETWEEN O AND 99 OR BETWEEN 200 AND 299)

2--006 ADDRESS NOT PROGRAMMED
2--101 MEASURING RANGE TOO SENSITIVE
2--102 MEASURING RANGE TCO INSENSITIVE
2--103 WIDE-BAND SECTION OVERDRIVEN (WITH 80 dB SCALE)
2--104 MEASURING RANGE UNSUITABLE FOR "STORE ABS AS REF"
2--201 "STORE ABS AS REF" NOT PERMITTED
(SWEEP OR SEARCH MODE)
CLASS 3:  FAULTS IN THE DIGITAL INTERFACE [40] [41]

3--000 INITIALIZATION REQUEST FROM A PERIPHERAL DEVICE (TO BE
REGARDED AS AN ACKMOWLEDGEMENT AND NOT AS A FAULT: APPEARS
DURING INITIALIZATION OF THE DEVICE)

3--XXX FAULT AT THE DIGITAL INTERFACE

[F THE ABOVE FAULTS OCCUR, THE DATA CONNECTION BETWEEN THE
RECEIVER AND THE GENERATOR SHOULD BE EXAMINED.

Table 6-2 Overview of fault numbers in the SPM-16 (continued)
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6.3.1

MAINTENANCE AND MISCELLANEQUS

The Level Meter SPM-16 requires no special maintenance provided it

is handled correctly. The enclosure protects the electronic cirucuits
at all times, even during transport. The use of corresponding Protec-
tive Cover SD 5 is recommended in order to protect the controls on the
front panel and the sockets on the rear of the unit against splash wa-
ter, dust, and mechanical damage. In addition, the SPM-16 can be
carried with the carrying handle of the protective cover.

For major transport under rough conditions, the use of the TRANSPORT
CONTAINER TPK-5 or the Transport Case TPG-65 is recommended (see
section 3.1.2).

MECHANICAL CONSTRUCTION

Caution: Before opening the unit, disconnect the a.c.power plug

from the outlet socket. The unit must always be switched
off before removing or inserting moduler or auxiliary de-
vices.

The case dimensions comply with the DIN Standard 41 494 and the Amer-
ican Standard ASA C 83.9. The unit can therefore be mounted in 19"
racks (see section 3.1.3). The cover, baseplate, and side walls are
made of rugged cast aluminum. For servicing purposes, it is possible
to remove the six Allen head screws (wrench on the rear of the unit),
to take off the equipment cover, and to 1ift the complete chassis in-
cluding the front panel and the rear wall from the case.

When doing this, remember that the chassis is connected to the power
supply unit on the right wall of the case via a plug connector. All
modules are accessible from the top and the bottom if the two screws
of the two folding chassis are removed.

When assembling, ensure that the blue flat cable is not trapped
between the chassis and the case. During repairs, ensure that the
upper folding chassis cannot fall, as this cdqu result in damage to
the cables.

Figure 6-2 shows details of the components in the upper folding chas-
sis after removal of the equipment cover. Amongst other things, the
microprocessor (INTEL 8085) and the free positions for the optional
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Parallel Pol1 Switch Interface Bus
Card Auxiliary devices

uP 8085 Address Switch Adder circuit

L
3

E 2 S

Brrvrvesy

CPU board ?EE%BQ)BN 874/00.01 Pushbutton T (21 S 1)

CPU mother board @

Figure 6-2 Upper side of the upper folding chassis
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6.3.2

(@)}
.

a3

accessories: [EC- or printer-interface and EPROM (fixed frequencies,

set-ups) with customer-specific programs can be seen in this figure.

The pushbutton T is depressed only after repair in order to bootstrap
the SPM-16 if the buffer battery for the RAM power supplies was dis-

connected during repair (see section 3.6).

CHANGING OR INSTALLING THE INTERFACE BOARDS

The plug-in modules Printer Interface BN 905/02 (SPM-16, series B or
later) or Interface Bus {IEC 625 card BN 853/02 are installed from
the rear of the unit (see Figure 4-2). Removing the two outer screws
provides access to the compartment and the board can be inserted or
changed (component side on the top). The interface board is then held
in position with the two screw.

INSTALLING THE EPROM BN 874/00.01

The EPROM BN 874/00.01 can be installed in the SPM-16 at any time. As
the customer-specified data are stored in a MOS memory module (EPROM),
the board must be installed as described below, owing to the sensiti-
vity of the circuit to static chargeé.

Generally, whenever working with MOS components, all tools, work ben-
ches and technicians should have the same reference potential. For
this reason, the MOS module should be installed as follows:

1. Switch off the Level Meter.

2. Remove the six Allen head screws (wrench on the rear of the unit)

and take off the equipment cover.

3. Touch the SPM-16 (reference potential) with one hand, remove
the MOS module from its packing material with the other hand (hold-
ing it at the ends), and insert it in the position shown in Figure
6-2. The module is oriented correctly if the inscription is in the
same direction as on the other EPROMs.

4. Fit the equipment cover, screw it down, and switch on the Level
Meter.



6.3.4

6.3.5
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UNIVERSAL CONVERSION SYSTEM VERSACON<:)9

The coaxial input, the inputs and outputs for control in standard

-frequencies, and the IF output at the Level Meter are equipped with

the universal conversion system "Versacon<> 9" made by Wandel & Gol-
termann (Figure 6-3). This has the advantage that it permits rapid
conversion to one of the connection sockets shown below without sol-
dering. The required socket adaptor is screwed into the fixed univer-

sal socket, using the mounting wrench (Order No. W 1).

Versccon®9 Lemo BNC 1.6/5.6 2.5/6 1.6/10 558 A 470C
Western Electric

- Figure 6-3 Basic socket Versacon(:>9 with some of the available

Versacon ® 9 adaptors

RECHARGEABLE BATTERIES FOR DATA RETENTION

The power supply unit on the right side wall contains rechargeable
batteries: 3 Ni-Cd cells 501 RS, type "Mignon" IEC R 6. These ensure,
if the mains voltage is interrupted temporarily or switched off, that
the Tast settings which were entered and all stored data are retained.
The batteries are trickle-charged whenever the Level Meter is switched

on.

If the Level Meter was switched off for a longer period, it is recom-
mended that it be left on for approximately 8 hours in order to fully
recharge the batteries. The batteries are stored in the battery com-
partment N on the rear of the unit (see Figure 4-2). To replace the
cells, remove the two philips head screws, permitting the battery
holder to be pulled out.

When fitting new cells, ensure that their polarity is correct, as

shown on the cover.
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